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Mlnmer for Eoteau

The SPEAKFER took the Chair at 4.30
p.mn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CENTENARY CELEBRA-
TION3, ALBANTY.

Mr. GRIFFITIIS asked the Treasurec:
1, Under what conditions has the grant of
£5600 been given to the Albany Centenary
Celebration Commitice? 2, Are there any
conditions, and it so, have they been com-
plied with? 3, Will the Albany Centenary
Committee be placed on the same footing
as that of the State?

The TREASURER replied: 1, On a £1
for £1 basis upon money raised and ex-
pended locally by the Albany Cenlenary
Committee, subjeet to the submission of
audited accounts for approvel. 2, Yes. I,
The basis of the Albany Centenary has been
fixed; the State’s has not.

BILL—TRAFFIC AOT AMENDMENT,
’ Third Reading.

HON. @& TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[4.36]: T move--

That the Bill be read a third time.

MR. ANGBELO (Gascoyme) [4.37]:
‘While not opposing the third reading, I
consider it my duty to point out the bunch
of trouble that will grow for the Minister
for Works and the King’s Park Board if
the measure becomes law. It has been in-
troduced with the object of allowing a ecer-
tain sum out of a certain fund to be handed
to the King’s Park anthorities for the pur-
pose of keeping up their roads. Now, who
contributes to this fund? The ownmers of
private cars, owners of taxi ears, owners of
omnibus vehicles, owners of charabanes, and
owners of heavy wagons and lorries. T
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want to know how the park authorities and
the Minister for Works are going to pro-
hibit the owners of charabancs and heavy
lorries from rumning their vehicles through
the park in view of the circumstance that
those owners will be contributing far more
than the owners of private cars and taxi
cars.

Hon. W. J. George: I question that state-
ment.

Mr, ANGELO: Individually they pay
five or six times as much.

IIon. W. J. George: Yes, but not in the
bulk.

My, ANGELQO: That is the point I am
getting at. How is the owner of a motor
lorry, paying £30 or £40 for his license, to
be told that he cannot travel on the park
roads when the owner of a motor car, pay-
ing about £5, is permitted to do so?

Hon. W. J. George: Heavy vehicles will
not want to go up Mouni-street..

Mr. ANGELO: The point I have raised
is one to be considered. T recently sug-
gested that a surcharge should be placed on
the license fee. The sponsor of the Bill in
this Honse tells me that the park authori-
ties expeet to get sbout £1,400 annually
from the fund: the Minister conld not say
what the amonnt would be. T find that a
surcharge of only 2s 6d. to private cars,
and say 5s. to taxi cars, would raise enough |
money; and then there could be no ques-
tion as to rights.

Hon. W. J. George: That is not the prin-
ciple at all. Evidently you are not a
demaoerat.

The Premier: What the hon. member
suggests iz the very thing that has been pro-
tested agminst. The adoption of his sug-
gestion would intensify the dissatisfaction
all round.

Mr, ANGELO: If the owners of private
motor ears and of taxzi ears paid a special
surcharge to be transmitted to the park
funds, they would have a perfeet right to
go through the park. If no surcharge were
levied on charabanes, omnibuses and heavy
wagons that do not go throngh the park,
there would be no complaint from their
owners. No doubt the Bill will have to go
through; but I certainly soggest to the
Minister that before the close of the session
be ask the authority of Parlinment to add a
surcharge of half-a-crown to the fees of
private motor cars, and a surcharge of 5s.
to the fees of taxi cars, to be collected when
future traffic fees are being collected.
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The Minister for Works: Do you want
the session to finish this side of Christmns?

Mr. ANGELO: A Bill of one clause
would do that.

The Premier: Yes, indeed!

The Minister for Works: One week would
not suffice for the disenssion,

Mr., ANGELO: Who would objeet to the
half-crown sarcharge?

Hon, WV, J. George: Evervone would oh-
jeet on prineiple.

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member inter-
jecting would receive £30 from a wagon
owner, part of it going towards npkeep of
the park ronds, and at the same time would
suy to the licensee, “You are not to ge
through the park.” There is only one way
of doing what is needed, and that is the
way I suggest, which would involve no cost
in collection. When & man pays his traffic
fee, he will pay 2s. Gd. extra; and the ac-
enmnlated half-crowns will be sent on to the
King’s Park Board. I am not moving to
that effect, but am merely making the sne-
gestion. T thought it my duty to point out
the trouble likely fo ensue. The Minister
has had a good many Press comments about
closing roads and diverting eharabancs and
omnibuges; and be will have a good many
more if he aitempts to preclude people who
contribute to the park funds from nsing the
park roads.

HON. W. J. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton) [4.43]: I generally respect the hon.
member’s experience and opinions, but in
the present case he appears to be simply
playing to the gallery.

Mr. Angelo: What i8 the name of the
gallery?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: No motor lorry
carrying heavy weights would face the task
of entering King’s Pork from Ferdinand-
street, going up the steep hill past the Swan
Brewery and meeting another heavy grade,
then getting on to the flat by Lord Forrest’s
statue, and finally coming down Malcolm-
strest. Why would not those wvehicles face
that ronte? Firstly because the expense of
petrol required to get np those grades wonld
zo a long way towards cutting out any pro-
fits. and secondly hecause to travel down
Maleolm-street or a similar grade in coming
through the park would not he safe for sueh
vehicles. Tf the hon. memher knew the
Perth-Fremantle road as well as T do, he
wonld be aware that it is no infrequent thing
to see on that thoroughfare a motor lorry
earrving from eight to ten tons. Sometimes
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the big girders or principals made in Fre-
mantle for Perth buildings cxtend some 30
feet over the vehicle; and in turning all the
curves and corners in the park the vehicle
would probably do considerable damage to
shyubs and trees. The trallic regulations,
unless they have been altered vecently,
specially lay it down that any vehicle carry-
ing long lengths of timber or other naterial
must use the roads only during the early
part of the day, becaunse of the danger to
other traffic from long lengths. Further-
more, the original regulations lay it down—
and I expeet this is still in force—that a
vehicle earrying long timbers or long gir-
ders must be followed by some person to
warn approaching traffic of the danger that
might ensue from a swerve. The member
for Qaseoyne is probably not aware, or per-
haps he has forgotten, that some years ago
a census was taken of the traffic through the
park to the Perth-Fremantle road at
Nedlands, po other route heing avail-
able at the time, It was then found
that between half past seven in the morning
and half past nine in the day, a period of
two hours, 643 motor vehicles passed through
the park. That had to continue for some
little time, because, as I have said, there was
then no other road that trafiic could use.
I do not know what the Minister is going
to give the board. I have no great love for
the president of the board, but I must say
that as president he has done good work and
has even supplemented out of his own poe-
ket the fund for keeping the roads im re-
pair. For that I give him eredit. The
members of the Automobile Club number
nearly 6,000. There are some very decent
people in the club, yet 30 per cent. of the
elub members have never been in the park
since the toll was imposed. There are among
the members of that c¢lub people whe con-
tribute to every charitable movement that
comes along; men that ecrtainly are not
mean, Why did those people refuse to pay
the toll imposed by the King’s Park Board?
Becanse thev regarded it as the imposition
of a tax for moing into the people’s park,
an outrage upon the people’s rights and
upon every demoecratic priociple. It does
not matfer how much the toll may have been.
That does not count. It wns an outrace
of a principle, the prineiple that the rights
of the people should be preserved. I am
against impositions of that sort. An instance
occurred some 30 years ago, when the City
Council consented to some howling greens
being opened on the Esplanade—this was
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after a very long fight, in which I was in-
teresled—eonditionally that there should be
free aceess to the grounds at all times, night
and day. Before long, however, the club
locked the gates, and not very long after-
wurds two councillors went down there and,
in f{ront of all the people assembled, broke
down the gates. | should like to see some-
thing of the same action taken in respect
of King’s Park so as to assert the rights of
the people. 1 would make one to contribute
towards the cost of rc-crecting the gates.
1 would he prepuared to take any steps to
vindieate the rights of the people. As to the
amount to be paid out of the traffic fees
to the park board, there should be no diffi-

culty in  assessing them, In my time
we  divided the roads inte  three
classes,  The third class comprised those

roads npon which there was eomparatively
little traflic. We cannot say that there is
comparatively little traffic through King's
Parck, but the second-class roads could be
taken as a basis and the board granted twe-
thirds of the rate allotted for such roads.
As to the amouant in fees paid by the motor
lorvies, consider the damage they do to the
voads!  One lorry carrying six or eight tons
does more damage than do a dozen motor
cars. I found that out on the Perth-Fre-
mantle road when I had to put sufficient
work on it to effeet vepairs. We quietly
watched and saw how the danage was heinyg
done, and when we found heavy motor lor-
ries causing big damage, we made them pay.
If L were the Mintster to-day | would do the
same thing again. L have no feeling against
motor lorries on the score of their eompeti-
tion with the railways, for T realise the
imtnense convenience they are to the mer-
chantz, 1 think the Minister will not be
swaved by any specious arguments in sp-
port of the proposal to impose surcharges
of 2s. Gd. and 5s. I helieve if the motorists
as a elnss were asked to subseribe to the fund
for wmaintaining the roads in the park,
there would be fortheoming sufficient money
for the purpose. 'The motorists are as keen
as | am in frustrating any insidious attempts
to cuereach upon the righis of the peouple in
King's Park. Surely we should rejoice in
the faet that we have there the finest park
in Australia, a park rendered possible by
the toresight of the great man whose statue
stands in it. To now eall in to the sapport
of the park the tawdry methods of the pub-
lic house bar with its racing sweeps—1I pul
it on the same level—is to my mind an in-
sult to all right-thinking people in the State.
T am aware that not everybody views thig
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exactly as I du. Again, look at the aggre-
gate smount paid by the motorists. Indiv-
1duaily, of course, the motor loiries pay more
—as they should do—than the motor cars;
hut taking them collectively, the people who
use the park with their motor cars subseribe
five or six times as much as do the owners
of the loiries. The member for Guscoyne
(Mr. Angelo) probably is not aware that
the amount coliected from motor vehiele
owners in the metropolitan area represents
£60,000 or £70,000 per annum, Of that,
nul one-fourth is paid by the owners ot
motor lorries. The great bulk of it comes
out of lhe pockets of the motorists.

Mr. Angelo: I paid my 10s to the park.

Hon. W, J. GEORGE: I would not pay
10 farthings. 1 would sooner give £100 to
be spent upon the roads than pay one faz-
thing to interfere with the rights of the
people in that park. 1t is the people’s park,
the result of the wise poliev of one greut
man supported by other big men, and it is
a5 much our duty to guard the rights and
privileges of the people who wish to use
King’s Park as it is our duty to support
any other prineiple that we may hold.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[453]: ] am not surprised at the protest
raised by the member for Gascoyne, for n.
indicated on the second reading and agaw,
I think, in Commiltee, that that was the
attitude he thought should he taken up by
the Government. On the second reading I
remarked that if 1 had the choice between
the proposition put up by the member for
Gascoyne and the Bill, T would support the
member for Gaseoyne with his surcharge on
all motors to make up sufficient funds to
kecp the King’s Park roads in order. Thac
15 a wise proposition. But the Bill before
us is all that we have to accept or reject.
I have accepted it, and I do not think there
s any principle at siake, as the member
for Murray-Wellington (Hon, W. J. George)
cmphasised in most extravagnnt language
in condemnation of those who, ag he said,
will not proteet the rights of the people.
Therc has (been no ‘encroachment on the
rights of the people. An attempt was made
by the board te collect funds to keep the
roads in order so that motorists could travel
over themn with safety and in ecomfort. The
only means suggested to the bonrd was that
they shonld levy a tax of 10s. per annum on
motor cars. The Automobile Club raisel
a great protest against that, T do not con-
demn the board for their action. T have
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always held the opinion that those who use
anything should pay for if, and should not
expect the general taxpsayer or the King’s
Park Board to keep the park roads in good
order so that motorists can msh through
there at any pace they Jike.

Hon. W. J. George: They have to go
at nol more than a certain pace.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Years ago I used to
drive through the park in a sulky. At suen
times I was trotting at about eight miles
an hour and, if | was doing eight miles ihe
motorists were deing anything np -to G0
miles. 1 am not in any way seaved that the
House will reject the third reading, but |
do not know that we ave justified in making
snel a song about it. The member for Gas-
covne lielieves that the surchavges wonld
have been the better svstem. However, we
have not that proposition before us. We
have only the Bill, which enables the park
board to come within the seope of the Traffie
Act. T think it will be wise to pass the third
reading.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.56]:
Like the member for Gascoyne, T think I
ean see trouble in store for the Government
over the Bill. T can sympathise with the
memher of another place who, as president
of the Wing's Park Board. with his fellow
board members, found himself up agamst
great Aifliealty, and in a de<ire lo provide
good roads for the motoristz, decided that
n certain small sum should be levied upon
each ear passing through the park. Tf the
Government, when the Bill is passed. pro-
pose to hand to the board certain funds
from the traffie fees. T hope the Minister
will zive us an assurance that the same con-
cession will he made in respeet of ecountry
parks bhaving roads passing through them.
As suggested by the member for Gascoyne,
if we had a surcharge npon all motor ve-
hicles, it would relieve the King's Park
Board of heavy expenditire in maintain-
ing good roads. The membter for Murray-
Wellington in endeavouring to chastise the
member for Gascovne, pointed out that
when a note was taken of the cars passing
through the park, it was found that there
were no fewer than 643 within -a given
period. Tt is the motor trinsport that has
placed the board in its diffienlt position. I
have never been able to see why the Auto-
mobile Club shonld have raised so mueh
objection to the charge lovied on those
wishing te use the park roads. The mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington waxed eloquent
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about preserving the righls of the people,
I ean remember when he ocenpied the posi-
tion of Commissioner of Hoilways. These
things, [ suppose, depend upon the view-
point. A large section of the people
strongly objeeted to his remwal of an over-
head footbridge, but the hen. member did
not consider the rights of the people for
one moment. When the shades of night had
fallen he had the bridge removed and his
remark was, “Alone T did .”

The Minister for Works:
right thing, too.

Hon. W. J. George: It was done on a
Saterday morning in daylicht after notice
had heen sent to the eovneil.

Mr. THOMSON: [ understood it was
done at night.

Hon. W. J. George: Anyhow, T did it.

Mr. THOMSON: Quite s0. Now, how-
ever, the hon. member professes to he
Jealous of the rights of the people.

The Alnister for Works: He reproe-
sented the people and acted on their he-
half.

Mr. THOMSON: Of comrss.  The
King’s Park Board have heen placed in an
nnfortunate position. Qnite a large num-
ber of motorists would willingly pay the
bhoard 10s. a vear for the wight to use the
park roads.

The Minister for Wozks:
Ppaid.

Mr. THOMSOX:
House has paid,

The Minister for
alone.

Mr. THOMSON: Had T lived in Perth
I should have had no objection to paying.
The people who live in Lhe metropolitan
area and enjoy such a magnificent drive
as that throngh King’s Park are Fortunate
to get the benefit for 10s. n year. When
we contrast their positien with that of
people in the country and on the goldfields,
we realise how fortunate they are.

The Minister for Mines© A man from
the country might ecome te T'erth only once
a year and have to pay the 10s. for that.

Mr. THOMSON: And he would will-
ingly pay. 1 agree with the mewmber for
Gascoyne. The Minister For Works stated
that the country distriets receive the whole
of their traffic fees. The money is urgently
needed, and the eountry distriets counld do
with more. Jt must he remembered that
with the exeception of onec portion of the

He did the

Very few have
One 1cember of this

Works: He stands
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goldfields, no part of the country receives
any direct vote for its parks.

The Premier: And that one has been

cut out.

Mr. THOMSON: We nsed to vote £100
for Kalgoorlie; perhaps it Las been cut out
in late years.

Mr. Latbam: Theve are other parks as
well as King’s Park.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, and they should
be entitfled to consideration. Can the Min-
ister tell us the estimated amount that the
King’s Park Board will receive under this
measure$

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. THOMSON: Then we are being
asked to pass the Bill in the dark,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Conneil with an amendment.

BILL—LOAN AND INSCRIBED STOCK
(SINKING FUND).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 13th Osctober.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [58]: I
do nat propose to delay the House on this
small Bill. It simply desls with debts in-
cwrred when Western Avstralia was a
Crown Colony, and the Premier is fortunate
in finding himself in the position of being
able to save £11,580 up tc the year 1934.
I am pleased that the ravenne of Lthe State
will benefit to that extent. It shows that
even in the early days before we had any
tden that the State would develop as it bas
done, the men responsible for laying the
foundations of the financial system cer-
tainly built them solidly. This matter will
not be affected hy the Financial Agreement
that wilt be discussed later on. T was in-
terested to read in this morning’s paper the
statement by the Minister for Railways re-
garding the proreedings of the Loan Coun-
eil at Canberra. The suspension of the
sinking fund dealt with in this Bill will not
affect the loans in question or the future
horrowings of the State.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seecond time.
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In Commities.

Bill psssed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL~ LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

Council’s requested amendment.

Amendment requested by the Council now
considered.

In Comumittee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier ip
charge of the Bill.

Clause 2, Subelause 1.—-Insert after the
word “tax” in line four a proviso as fol-
lows :—-“Provided that the rate of tax pay-
able on the unimproved value of improved
agricultural land shall be one halfpenny in
the pound sterling.”

The PREMIER : This being a money Bill,
a request only has been made by the Council.

Hon. . Taylor: That is very modest on
its part.

The PREMIER: I move—
That the amendment be not made.

It is a proposal to reduce the rate of tax
upon improved agricultural land and leave
the tax on unimproved agricultural land as
at present. I canpot accept the amendment,
and I ask the Committee nof to agree to the
request, As I said when the Bill was before
us and on other oeccasions this sessiom, the
finances are not in a position to warrant our
agreeing to any reduction of taxation. We
are passing through a transition or unter-
tain period, and are not yet aware what the
outecome will he of the proposed Financial
Agreement. It would be entirely wrong and
foolish for Parliament to start to indulge in
the luxury of reducing taxation merely be-
cauze we happened to have a very small sur-
plus for ome year and axpect a small sur-
plus for the present year.

Hon. G. Taylor: I suppose the requested
amendment would involve £8,000 or £10,000.

The PREMIER: It is difficult to estimate
the amount, but probably it wonld involve
£12,000. Tt would not he wise to reduece taxa-
tion at this stage. Tf the Financial Agree-
ment becomes law, then the whole fleld of
taxation may be reviewed next year——

Hon. (3, Taylor: Will he,
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The PREMIER: Yes, and it my estimate
is realised, we sball have £350,000 more than
the estimated surplus of £34,199,

Hon, G, Taylor: There will be justifica-
tion then.

The PREMIER: It will be for Parlia-
ment to say how the money is to be utilised,
Probably some of it might be used for the
purpose of reducing some forms of taxation.
But we ought not to forget that, although
there has been a slight inerease in land tax
durving the last three years, there bas been a
considerable reduction in inecome tax. This
amendwent would mean very little to the
individual landholder, so small an amount
that 1 submit it is not worth the while of an-
other place to ask for the reduction.

Mr. Angelo: Do you suggest it is not
worth collecting?

The PREMIER: I say the amount is so
small as to be practically of no benefit to
the Iandholder.

Mr. 'E. B. Johnston: Tt would go in a
very deserving direction.

The PREMIER: It would be a very de-
sirable thing to abolish all taxation, but the
services of the State could not be earried on
without money,

Mr. Latham: Tt only means reducing your
surplus by £16,000.

The PREMIER: The time has not yet
arrived when we should talk of redncing tax-
ation. We should write ourselves down as
foolish if, on the first sign of the finances
balancing, we proceeded to reduce taxation.
In the preceding year or two taxation has
been considerably rednced. This amendment
would not benefit the average farmer through
the wheat belt to the extent of more than £3.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: Tt would halve his
tox whatever it was.

The PREMIER: The land tax for the
average wheat farmer is about £2, and this
amendment would reduce it by half. In
view of what has been done by way of
reducing income tax, members would not be
justified in passing this amendment. Al-
though it may be said that the farmer has
had his land tax increased during the past
two or three vears, it is diffienlt to get any-
one to admit that he has benefited by a re-
duction in his income tax. The average far-
mer in the wheat belt, during the past few
years, has had a reduetion in income tax of
nearly 50 per cent. The farmer who, three
years ago, was paying £37 a year in income
tax, as a result of the abolition of the 15
per cent. super tax, and the reduction of
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33Y5 per cent, will now pay £21. In thi:
ease the reduction has been from £37
to £21 a year. As against that, there is
the very small increase of £1 a year that has
been levied on him by the additional land
fax.

My, Thomson: Is that siriking an average
over the three years?

The PREMIER: That is what he will pay
this year.

Mr. (iriffiths: Tarners tell me there is &
M0 or 400 peor ceut. inerease in ibe.o land
tax.

The PREMIER : Members have repeatedly
been {old that the inerease was in the vaina-
tion, not in taxation. 1f there had beei nJ
inerease in the rate of taxation, the farmer
would have had to pay an inereased amuuni
through the inerease in valuation. Instcad of
complnining, the farmer ought to congratu-
late himself that his valuations have for many
voars past been far below what they ought
to have been. No one can say that the
present valualions are excessive. It s
merely a ease of previous valuations having
been ridieulously low. For mary years peo-
ple have been paying on a rate of about 7=,
an acre, and surely it cannot be conlended
that 30s. is teo high. Tn the past they have
been eseaping legitimale taxation.

Mpr, Mann: How will the deeision in the
Full Court affect the position?

The PREMIER: Tt will affect it very
serionsly. I am rcontemplating asking for
an amendment to the Assessment Aet to
remedy the defeet. When the Assewsiment
Aet was passed Parliament did not intend
the interpretation to he placed upon it that
has heen given to it by the Full Conrt, The
Aect stood for a long time, notwithslanding
the keen erities, those who specialize in mak-
ing up income tax returns, and it was only
the other day that the defeet was diseovered.

Mr. Lindsay: It affects only the metro-
politan area.

The PREMIER: There are many keen
taxpavers in the metropolitan area, who
would not have allowed the other basis of
taxation to continuve if the defeet had been
very obvious,

AMr. Mann: Tt is more than three vears
sinee the point was raised in the depart-
ment.

The PREMIER: There must h&ve been
some doubt on the nuestion or the matter
would have heen taken further since then.
The revenue will be serionsly affected by the
decision, and T intend to ask the House to
remedy the position by amending the Aet.
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Hon. G Taylor: This session?

The PREMIER: Yes. I eannot afford
to lose the revenue involved by that inter-
pretation. ! cannot aceept the amendment.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 hope
the Premier will give this matter a recond
thought, and agree to the amendment. Years
ugo he snid he thought we ought to reduce
raxation, but now he wants to retain what
he has. DProbably the amount in question
would be more than £12,000. If so, the
Premier could utilise the £11500, that he
will be relicved of paying, towards making
good the deficiency. The money eould nol
be put to betfer use than to reduce taxation,
Last yvear's surplus was due in a Jarge meas-
ure to the amounts that have been econtn-
Duted in the past by taxpayers. We have
eertainly been relieved of so much taxation
as a resull of the Wederal aid, but the
money was collected by the Federal Gov-
ernment before we got it.

The Minister for Railways: They take
only their share of the taxation that is paid
in Western Aunstralia.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We pay
a great deal by way of taxation to the Fed-
eral Government, directly and indirectly. We
alone do not get speeial eonsideration be-
cause we do this. The other States receive
large sums of money toy, and we contribute
onr share towards those amounts. Wv have
undoubtedy contributed to the Murray water
scheme.  We contribute to erants wherever
they are made in Ausiralin, and we coniri-
bute to the grants that we pet ourselves. The
Federal authorities colleet 1hree times as
much by way of taxation from our own
people as we do.

The Minister for Railwayvs: 1 think they
colleet six times as mueh. In indireet taxa-
tion the amount is equal to about £7 per
head,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEIL: We pay
State and Federal taxation, and the charges
imposed by the loeal anthorities. Ouy people
pay Yod. vermin tax, and they pay 14d. in
the £1 in order that freights on the railways
may be rednced. That 14d. should never
have been imposed. I object to taxing land-
owners in order that the railways may re-
duce freights. That is a business concern,
and it shounld stand up to its respensibilities.
To impose a special rate to cover the re-
duetion in railway freights, for instance,
would be wrong. The railways do not exist
for the benefit alone of the people in the
country, hut for the people as a whole. 1
think the Committee will agree that special
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taxation for railway purposes is wroang in
principle and does not work fairly.

The Minister for Railways: It does not
henefit. the railways, because they get none
ot i

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
it goes through the Tveasury.

The Premier: 1£ the returns went through
the railways, the departmental figures would
be improved, but the revenue would gome
back to the Treasury just the same,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
it would not make the slightest difference to
the finaneial results of the Treasury for the
vear. 1 hope the Premier will realise that
the amendment mevely asks for a redoction
in the tax in respect of the unimproved
value of improved land. That is fair and
reasonable, and 1 think the Premicr should
agree to it. 1 do not know why the amend-
ment should be resisted. The Premier hopes
to pay less than halt of the contributions
{kal we have been making to the sinking
fand.

The Premier: We cannot vedoee taxation
in anticipation of that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
Premier has anticipated it beecanse he took
it into aceount in his Budge! Speech. What
iz good for the goose is good for the gander.

Hon. G .Taylor: Not ahwavs.

Hon. Sir JAMFES MTITCUHELL: If the
Premier has taken advantage of the provi-
sions of the Finaneial Agrcement, he should
earry that forther and give consideration to
the amendment that is sought.

The Premier: But that is absurd. T have
put the money away, and if the Agreement
moes through it will be all right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL' I know
the Premier has set aside a certain amount,
but he eannot say exactly what the amount
will be. It will not be exactly £350,000.
The Minister in another place said it would
be £400,000, but the fact remnins that we
will have to pay interest on rach bond held,
and the Premier will have to know just what
honds he holds at the moment of cancella-
tion. T hope the Premier will give the Com
mittee the information as to exaetly what
amount he will reccive.

The Premier: T gave the House all the
information T had when I dclivered the
Budget speech.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
amount will he something more or less than
£350,000,

The Premier:
£351,000.

As a wmatter of faet it s
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Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then
we shall diseuss that guestion on the Bsti-
mates, The Committee will agree that the
farmer is already overloanded by taxation in
one form or another. The tariff is against
the farmer to a shocking degree becaunse if
increases the cost of his requirements by np-
wards of GO per cent. That is not the fault
of the State Government, or it would be
modified. On top of that there is the Fed-
eral taxation and the State land and income
tax,

The Premier: Every other citizen pays
that, as well as the farmer.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Net
every citizen.

The Premier: Tf a man does not own
land, of course he does not pay.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
farmer has two vermin taxes to pay and

many other charges. The faxes paid by
other citizens to whom the Premier referred
are passed on, but the farmer cannot do
that. The land is really the farmer's raw
material and we shoold have as much right
to tax the raw material that goes into a
foundry as we have to tax the farmer’s land.
In reviewing taxation I would be inclined
to regard the farmer’s land as his raw ma-
terial, and to let him off taxation altogether
if he were using his holding to its full capa-
city.  Of course we eannot provide frec
serviees without taxation and when replying
to the Premier’s Budget speech I attempted
to show how little real revenue we have. We
want to be fair in our taxation and to see
that those who should pay, do pay their fair
share. We should not overburden one see-
tion more than another.

The Minister for Railways: The farmer
rloes pretty well.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not as
well as the Minister. The farmer pays in a
dozen different ways and the amendment is
reasonable because it applies only to the
man who has improved his holding. I can-
not undevstand why the Premier, who said
four or five years ago that he could reduce
taxation, now opposes a proposal to effect
a reduction.

Mr. Thomson: But he is Treasurer now.

The Minister for Mines: But he has al-
ready reduced taxation by 334 per cent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Yes,
but that was made good by the Federal Gov-
ernment. Without that aid it could not have
been done. The Premier had the full
amount made good and some thonsands were
in hand as well.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: But 1 ook off the extra 13
per ecnl. super tax.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCGHEILL: Yo, the
Legislative Council took that off. In any
event we received £200,000 from the Tederal
Government and that esabled the Premivs
to reduce taxation. There was no greaf
merit in that aetion, apart from the actual
reduction by the Premier, because the
amount was made good by the Federal Gov-
ernment,

The Mremier; BBut 1 need not bave mnde
use of the money for reducing taxation. 1
could have spent it in many other directions.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bat the
woney would have had to be appropristed
by Parliament.

The Premier: And we would have had a
siy in that.

Myx. E. B, Johnston: At any rate, it was
a very good action.

The Minister for Mines: Then why com-
plain?

Mr. Thomson: We want more.

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No one
is eomplaining at all. I say it was a proper
use to which to apply the money received
{rom the Federal Government. I suggest
that the Premier should npot resist the
amendment merely because he reduced taxa-
tion by 334 per cent., the amount involved
having been made geod by the Federal Gov-
ernment. The remier has included a elanse
in the Bill which means that if the Federal
Governmment discontinue the speeial grant to
Weslern Aunstralia, the tax ean be resumed.

My, Thomson: We will not anticipate
that.

Mr. E, B. Johnston: The Federal Bill
makes provision for the speecinl grant con-
tinuing for five years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
recommendation of the Royal Commission
was that it should confinue for 25 years,
and I hope we shall get it. In the mean-
time T trust the amendment will be made.

AMr, THOMSON: T had great hopes that
the Premier was going to aceept this modest
request made by another place. In view of
the fact that we have jnst passed a Bill that
will effect a saving to the Treasury of ap-
proximately £12,600, I thought the Trea-
surer might sec fit to accede to the request.
We on this side of the House look npon the
suggested amendment as the establishment
of a principle, respecting land taxation.
long recognised in this State. We find that
as far back as 1907 Section 17 of the Aect
passed in that wvear, zave a more liberal
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abatemenut than is countained in the request
now before us. We as a politieal seetion,
stand solidly for the recogmition of that
prineiple.  The Treasurer stated that he
had gone intuo several cases and he gave
as an iNustration the benefits farmers had
derived from the 33l4 per cent. reduction
in income tax. ITe pointed out that three
years ago a man who paid £37 was to-day
paying only £21. The statement is not cor-
reet and 1 would draw the attention of the
Committee to the difference between those
citizens who, previously to the 3314 pev cent.
reiluction paid £37 and who to-day are de-
riving a benefit from that reduction. I
admit that the man in business has derived
a benefit from the reduction and T am glad
that the Government were able to afford
relief to the taxpaver to that extent. It
was a wise move on the part of the Trea.
surer to use part of the grant he received
from the Commonwealth for that purpose.
He, however, did not go fully enough into
the position of the man who was making his
living from the soil TPrior to the amend-
ment of the Assessment Aet of 1924, if a
farmer had to pay £21 as income tax and
his Jand tax was assessed at £11, he paid
only the £21. The £11 was an abatement.
Ta-day the farmer who has to pay £21 in-
come tax, and whose land tax is assessed at
£11, gets a rebate of hall and so pays £21
plus £5 10s. Bnt on top of that he has to
pay vermin tax of another £5 10s. The
man in business who pays a £21 income tax
is much better off. OQur contention, there-
fore, is that the farming community, in view
of the fact that they have to make their
living from the land, should be entitled to
the abatement that existed before. The
Premier told n= that the Farmer should be
very pleased that the valuations had been
raised,

The Pramier: I (did not say that.

Mr. THOMSOXN : Well then, that the val-
uations had heen incrcased,

The Premicr: That it will be many years
before all the valnations are inerensed when
they all ought now to be inereased.

Mr. THOMSOXN : The productivily of (he
land of the farmer who is making a living
from it 15 not inereased by virtue of the
increase in the valuation.

The Premier: Of course it is not.

Mr. THOMSON : But the farmer has every
veason to complain that while the produe-
tivity of the soil has not increased by virtne
of the faet that valuations have been 1n-
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creased, he has to pay additional taxation.
We know that the man who wants to sell Ins
land is pleased that the valuations have been
inereased, but the man who wishes to remain
on the soil is satistied that the valuations
should not be altered. We find from the
report of the Taxalion Commissioner that
the valuations in Lhe country distriets have
not been completed. Those in whose dis-
tricis the taxation officinls have not yet
been, are still being taxed on the old basis.

AMr. Corboy: It will all be done step by
step. ‘

Mr. THOMSON: The Premier might well
concede the request made hy onother place.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am disap-
pointed that the Govermment have not seen
fit to ncepi the amendment, All parties are
agreed that people who come to this State
and who take up land should improve and
develop it. The exemption sought hag ap-
pealed to the Labour Party in other parts
of the Commonwealth, and in some of the
States speeial exemptions have been given
to those who are properly utilising their
land in small areas. I fully helieved thal
when the amendment came forward it would
be aceepted by the Government. The Leader
of the Country Party endeaveurcd to have
inserted in the Bill a more liberal amend-
ment, hut in my opinion the amendment sug-
gested by another place is more desirable
heeanse it will mean less saerifice of revenue
and the heneht will go entirely to the man
producing wealth from the =oil. ¥ hope the
Committee will grant the concession to thess
‘who are building up Western Auwstralia

“¥aluations have been inereased and in manv

instances have been doubled. Tn addition
there is the vermin tax.

The Premier: 1f vou wish, we will repeal
the vermin tax.

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: That is a matter
that T should be pleased to discuss. As to
the lowered income tax, 1 give the Govern-
ment every credit for the substantial reduc-
tion they made—a thoroughly right and
proper reduction. The Government needl
not be alarmed lest they may not be able
to eontinue the reduction, since we are sure
of the Federal disabilities grant for at least
five years; indeed, T can see that grant being
paid to Western Australia for many years
to come. However, the rate of income tax is
now doubled and the exemptions are taken
away. The Conneil’s requested amendment
offers an opportunity for penalising those
who do not use their lands, and for giving
relief to the best men Western Australia
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prossesses—those who adequately use their
lauds.

The Premier: This tax was passed by
another place.

Mr. Thowmson: Mueh to your surprise,

The Promier: Not at all,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I hope the Upper
House will on this occasion take a firm stand
and protect the people whose interests they
are elected to conserve—people working
thetr land, in eommon with all other indus-
trious citizens.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 hope the Treasurer
will agree to the reauested amendment. s
o matter of prineiple \Western Aunstralians
for many years have advocated that farmers
should be encouraged to utilise their lands.
The Premier on a visit to an agrieultural
conference at Harvey mnade an execllent
speech on the wvgent need for foreing al
lands into use.

The Premier: The way to do that 13 to
tax unused land.

Mr. SAMPSON: The I'remier on that ve-
easion made it clear that he would take steps
to force idle lands into use. The reguestesl
amendment tends towards what well-wishers
of the State have in mind. The amount
invelved being only £10,000 or £12,000, I
hope the Premier, in view of the principle
at stake, will agree to the Council’s sugges-
tion. The farmer pays two taXes—-income tax
and land itax. Those engaged in seeond-
ary production are not called upon to pay
taxation for using, say, machivery. 1i may
be argued that a factory site pays land tax,
but the amount of that tax would be com-
paratively a bagatelle. Generally, land taxa-
tion has increased by 102 per cent. in two
vears. That is a most serious ingrense, but
in this case if is the prineiple with which I
and other members are coneerned. The fore-
ing info use of all available lands is u mat-
ter of the first importance, The Premier
cvidently overlooks the meaning that may
be read into his statement made at Harvey.
Something similar, moreover, was uttered by
the hen. gentleman at Boulder. Men engaged
in running factories pay, in comparison, but
the very slightest taxation en their faetory
sites.

Mr. LATHAM: I hope the Premier will
agree to the requested amendment. To tax
& man twice is unfair,

The Premier: Land taxation is universally
recognised as a sound economie praetice.

Mr. LATHAM: Someone can be found to
acknowledge anything. Land being the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Farmer's tools of trade, he is laxed orp tha
and then he is taxed on his incowe from tk
land. It was never anticipated by peopl
interested in land that another place woul
agree to this taxation. In veturn the Pre
mier agreed to abolish the supertax. Ur
doubtedly the orrangement was the resul
of bargaining at a conference. Only £12,00
per year s involved in the reyuested amend
ment, and the production of the State wi
be benefited to a much greater extent tha
£12,000 annuaily if the Couneil’s suggestio
is adopted.

Sittiuy suspended from 6.13 to 7.50 pan.

Mr, GRIFIITHS: 1f 1 were simply t
sy “ditto” to what previous speakers hav
said, possibly it would save the time of th
Committee and do just as much good us wil
the little [ am going to say. From th
Treasurer's viewpoint the incereased valan
tions are wood, but from the point of vie
ol the Minister for Lands they nre had, par
tienlarly when they go too high. Wheneve
1 have referred to these inereased valualions
members on the Government side have de
clarcd that the taxation itselt has not hecr
ineveased. It is of no use telling the tax
payer that his taxation has not been in
ereased. In the Meckering arean one bloel
of land previously valued af £120 is nov
valued at £268; another previously valuer
at £732 has now heen inereased to £1,514
while a third previously valned at £720 i
now valued at £1,662,

Fon. G. Taylor: These values did no
Jump up in a vear or two.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: They were incrense
in one vear. I do not object to the valna.
tion placed en the land, but 1 eombat the
statement that taxation has not heen in
creased.  The rate has not been inerensed
hat the taxpayer is paying more in taxatior
that he did previously. This talk of taxa
tion not having heen inereased is quite wrong
The only thing that has not been inereascs
is the rate of tax.

Mr. THOMSON: The Treasurer, having
made up his mind that he will not aceep
the requested amendment, will expect hi
supporters to fall in behind him. If i
should come to a conference, and managers
are appointed, T hope this side of the House
will receive eonsideration. Tt me draw the
Premier’s attention to what Queensland does
to-day. There the legislation provides tha
from the amount of tax payable on the in.
eome of any taxpayer dervived from any
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agricultural or grazing pursuit there may
be deducted the amount of any land fax
actually paid by the taxpayer in respect of
the same year on the land on which such
agricultural or grazing pursuits are carried
on,

The Premier: It is like listening to the
devil quoting seripture, to hear you quoting
Queensland legislation.

Mr. THOMSON: We on this side have
trequontly quoted the beneficent effects of
lemislation in Queensland.

The Premier: The destructive effects.

Mr. THOMSOX: From the Government’s
point of +iew, the beneficent effects of
Queenstand legislation. However, 1 have
quoted this to-night to show the attitude that
we on this side of the House adopt. There
shonld be only one tax paid by the mau mak-
ing his living from the land. I can only
reilerate my regrct that the Premier haas
not decided to agree to the request made
by the Counecil. Tt is not nearly so much
as we endeavoured to obtain when previ-
ously the Bill was hefore us.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no more
equitable form of taxation than a tax on
the unimproved Iland, a fair, equitable and
just tax, The increased value of the land
ia & eommunity value creaied by the com-
munity. I am not surprised at the parochial
outlook of members on the Opposition eross-
benehes. They would have none but the
farmer enjoy this proposed concession, Tho
men producing gold, wheat, beef and mutton
are nothing to them. Inecidentally, no other
industry gets so much assistance from the
Treasury as the farmer gets. Yet members
on the Opposition e¢ross-benches are always
endeavouring to secure still further fav-
ours for the farmer. Actually, those mem-
bers are looking, not for justice; but for
political support. The unimproved value of
every block of land in this State is duc
solely to Government activities, railways,
water supplies, and the energies of the com-
munity attracted thereby. I compliment the
Premier on his attitnde towards the Coun-
cil’s renuested amendment.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I feel sure the Pre-
mier will aceept this requested amenlment.
There is no harder-working section of the
community than the farmers, who are un-
sparing in their efforts to improve their land
so ns to increase its productiveness. Yet the
member for Murchison would condemn the
farmers.

I51]
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Mr. Marshall: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member, in
effeet, said the unimproved value of the laml
had inereased because of the aetivities of
other people.

Mr. Thomson: If we were discussing town
blocks we eould understand his contention.

Mr. J. BH. SMITH: Yes. This requestea
amendment is deserving of support, and T
hope the Premier will aecept it. I have
always advoeated a tax on unimproved land.
The Premier has never advocated a tax
on the improved value of land. The Govern-
ment do not care if a man holds 100, 1,000
or 20,000 acres of land so long as he im-
proves it to its £nllest capacity. The amend-
ment requested by the Council merely aims
at encouraging such z man.

Mr. LINDSAY: I would not have spoken
but for the remarks of the member for Mur-
chison. It was surprising to hear him say
that the only indusiry that received assist-
ance from the Government was the agrienl-
tural industry. The Auditor General's re-
port contains particulars of assistaneu
granted to mining and other industries, and
it appears that agriculture gets no more than
its fair share. I agree with the prineiple of
the land tax, but the original amendment
altered the tax from one on land to one
on energy. Apgriculturists must hold a con-
siderable area of land in order to get a liv-
ing. Therefore the amount represented by
Iand value in a farm is eonsiderably greater
than that required for business or a mine.
The basis of valnation is not reasonable or
fair. The value is generally fixed on sales
and even on the highest prices realised in &
district. The Dalwallinu land has recently
been valued at £3 108, per acre. It will be
a bad thing for Western Australia if land
values here soar as high as they have done
in the Eastern States. A high price might
be all right for the man who sells, but we
should he more conecerned about the man
who is working the land. The man who iz
producing from his land is a betler asset
to the State than the man who is not, and
there should be some relief for the man who
improves his land within the meaning of the
Act.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes
Noes

| | &2

Majority for
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AYRS,
Mr. Chesson Mr, Marshall
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. McCallum
Mr. Colljer Mr. Muusle
Mr. Corbay Mr, Rowe
Mr, Coverley Mr, Sleeman
Mr. Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. W. D. Jobnson Mr. A, Wansbroughb
Mr. Kennady Mr. Willcock
Mr, Lambert Mr. Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wileon
Mr. Lutey (T'eller.}
NoEs.
Mr, Angelo Mr, Lindssy
Mr. Brown Mr. Maon
Mr. Davy Bir James Miichell
Mr, Ferguson Mr. Richsrdson
Mr. George Mr. Sampson
Mr, Griffithe Mr. J. H. Bmith
Mr. Latham Mr, North
(Teller,)
Parre.
ATEB, NoOEB.
Mr. Millington Mr. Thomson
Miss Holman Mr. J. M. Smith
. Mr. Cunningham Mr. Teeadole
Mr. Kenbeally Mr, E. B. Johnston

QQuestion thus passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment not made,

Resvlution reported, the report adepteu
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28.
In .Commitlee of Supply..

Debate resumed from the 20th' October on
the Tressurer’s Financial Statement and on
the Amnual Estimates; Mr. Panton in the
Chair.

Votes—Premier's Depariment, £13,896;
Gorernor’s Establishment, £2,495; Fxecutive
Counncil, £5—agreed to.

Vote—London Agency, £11,691:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A suggestion has been
made that it would be a good thing to in-
form us of the aetivitics of the Agent Gen-
eral’s’ Department. We all know what an
energetic man Mr. Angwin is, and no doubt
he has eifected some improvements in Savoy
House. 1 have been informed that samples
of wheat have been exhibited there until they
were full of weevil and that it has been
difficult to get np to date information about
the crops.

Mr. THOMSON : Probably we do not get
as much henefit from the London Ageney
as we might. Donbtless the Premier will

[ASSEMBLY.]

suy the Agent General exerts every cifort
to secure the greatest possible publicity for
the State. Since the appoiniment of My
Mercer as Publicity Officer in Perth, the
activities of the State have become bette
known than ever they were. His appoint.
ment was a step in the right direetion
It would pay the State to have an efficient
publicity officer in London. even if it cost
£1,600 or £1,500 & year, in order that hy
judicious work the many activities of West-
ern Australia, partienlarly in the agrieul-
tural distriets, might he made more widely
known. 1t has been the eustom of sevoral
of our Agents-General to visit agriculiural
shows in England and talk ubout the State
to the people they met there. It might be
possible to furnish an exhilition van, and
send it ronnd those shows with the object
of advertising the resources of the State.
When a person ealls at Savoy House with
a view {o coming to Western Australia, he
is immediately sent on to Australin House,
where the officers are not permitted to dif-
ferentiate between the States of the Com-
monwealth.

My, Mann: Tt is alleged that thev dif-
ferentiate in Tavour of Victoria.

Mr.” THOMSON: Mr. Angwin  has
statéd in this House, in efleet, that those
who had no money were aiviszéd to come to
this State, which offered greater opportuni-

- ties for those who were penniless, We should

make every effort to secure other eclasses
of people who are available for settlement
here. In Singapore, China and India there
are many civil servants and people asso-
ciated with .commercial crierprises, wha
have arrived at the retiring age. Most of
them have a little capital. They are not
able to live in the 0id Couniry because the
climate is too hard for them, but they might
be induced to settle in \Western Australia.
They offer a profitable avenve for securing
desirable eitizens. Through the Agent
(teneral we should launch out in these dif-
ferent channels, which vagiate from the
heart of the Empire, and disseminate valu-
able information concerning Western Aus-
tralia in those various pavis of the world.
I commend to the Premier the idea of ap-
pointing a publicity officer at Savoy House.
We can well afford o spend a few thousand!
pounds in advising the right class of people
that we have the goods to deliver. On the
exhibits at Savoy House we spent £19 last
vear. I do not blame the Premier, for he
would naturally desire to scc the Estimates
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kept as low as possible, There is, however,
such a thing as false esomomy. We must
advertise our wares in England belter than
we are doing. L should like to see the vote
increased by several thouwsands of pounds.
The wise expenditure of ithat money would
result in great benefii to the State. In view
of the good that has heen achieved for
Western Australin by the appointinent of
a State publicity oilicer, there can be no
doubt that the appointmeot of a kindred
officer in London would vicld exeellent re-
sults.

The PREMIER: 'The expendifure on
exhibits at Savoy House was nof a
matter of economy or pruning of the Es-
timates in any department here. The money
that is expended each year on exhibits at
our London ageney is in the hands of the
Agent-General. He is supplied with all
that he requires. Never has Savoy House
heen stinted in vegard fo any exhibits that
the Agent-General has wished to have. If
the nmount spent was small last year, it
was because no more was required.

Mr. Thomson: T am speaking of the
principle of the thing.

The PREMIER: I was at Savoy House
two vears ago. Having regard to the space
availnble, I think the exhibits did us eredit.
I have heard many traveilers comment fav-
ourably upon what they saw there. The
trouble is that we have not suflicient space
for the purpose, although the best possible
use is made of that whieh is available. 1
was greatly surprized to ser the quality and
variety of the exhibits {hat were displayed
when I was in London. If we had larger
premises we conld make a beautiful dis-
play of our products. The Queensland
ageney further down the street has more
space than we Fkave, and las a very fine
display. They have a double window front
in which to show their prnducts. Most of
our window space is on a side street.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell. That is not
of preat value.

The PREMIER :
of the people.

Mr. Davy: There are more people round
our agency office than round the Queens-
land office.

The PREMIER: Yes. A traveller who re-
cently returned from the Old Couniry said
that Western Australia was belter known
than most of the other States. I found
that to be so myself. This i3 due in a great
measure to our Agents-General, and to the

No, it is off the track
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policy of having a Weslern Australian
dinner, which brings together hundreds of
prominent citizens in London and serves to
advertise the State. I do not lhink we
need u publicity oflicer it London. What
would he be required to do? People who
call at SBavoy House with a view to migrating
to Western Australia are not sent to Aus-
tralia House, but are dealt with by the Agent-
General. Only those who desire to migrate
under the agreement are sent to Australia
House, because the seleetion of migrants in
that case js in the hands of the Common-
wenlth Government. Tt is no use talking
about combing the farming areas of Eng-
land for migrants. IHundreds of our own
people cannot get land as it is. It is a dis-
tressing thing to see so many of our young
people standing by month after month be-
eause they eannot get a block. It is no use
launching out upon any scheme in England
for the settlement of people on Crown lands,
when we have no Crown lands suitable for
whent growing available for them just now,

Me. Latham: Would not a publieity
officer assist us in the marketing of our pro-
duce?

The PREMIER : I think not. A big cam-
paign has been going on in England lately
with regard to the marketing of Australian
produce. The Empire Marketing Board have
had a million pounds placed at their dis-
posal by the British Government, and part of
this is spent in the promeotion of the sale of
Dominions produce. We cannot expect that
hoard to differentiate between the States, A
member of the party (Mr. Huxley) who was
here with the Secretary of State for the
Colonies told me that the board was spend-
ing £150,000 a year in publicity. The policy
of the board is to bring prominently before
the people of England the desirability of
purchasing produce from the Dominions.
That organisation is doing good work. A
wide publicity has been going on in England
for a long time, by means of the various
Agents-Gleneral and the operations of the
Commonwealth Governmenf. The work our
Agent-General will be able to do, with his
officers, should really be sufficient for our
purposes without it being necessary to em-
ploy a publicity officer.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
like the Agent-General to be placed in a
position to travel more than he is able to do
on the £1,500 a year that is given to him.

The Premier: There may be something in
that.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The per-
sonal touch counts for a great deal in these
matters. There munst be many people in Eng-
land who have sons they want to send ount to
Australin. Boys from the English public
sehools would be a great acquisition if we
could induce them to come to the State, I
do not know of any better means by which
that could be brought about than o encour-
age the Agent-(ieneral to travel the length
and breadth of Great Britain. We should not
keep him in London to give information that
a capable secretary would be able to furnish.
We talk about geiting experienced agrienl-
turists from the 0ld Land, but I do not know.
that many people realise how few there are
there. I do not suppose there are more than
1,300,000 agriculturists out of a total popu-
lation of 45,000,000. Apart from that, we
have not got any preater draw upon them
than have the other Dominions.

The Premier: More than that, the agri-
cultural population has really deeclined.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
s0. As a matter of fact, the only person
who ean travel throughout the whole world
safely is the first-class agriculturist, becanse
there is no country where he is not wanted.
He is wanted in England itself, where farmn-
ers produce tremendous quantities of food-
stuffs bul in eereals they produce under 20
per cent. of their requirements.

Mr. Davy: Baut they have more sheep than
we have.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCUELL :
they have 30,000,000 sheep.

The Premier: That is a surprising fact.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: But of,
course they are run everywhere, on rocky
hills and so forth. I saw them grazing in
Hyde Park, for instance. The fact remains
that there is not much chance of getting many
people of the elass I refer to from the 0ld
Jand. We ecannot induce the soms of
moneyed people to wmigrate merely by
advertising or sending a man rvound to
deliver speeches. The Agent-General is
the man who ean hest get in  touch
with people of that class, I agree with the
Premier in his statement regarding the first-
class wheat blocks that are available in the
State. We shonld take a risk with our own
people and settle them on the available wheat
Jandz first. There has heen 2 tremendons
area of land settled in reecent vears.

The Premier: T.ook at the figures for
vears past and the millions of acres that
have heen surveved.

Yes.
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Mr. Thomson: But you have 1,500 block
available.

The P'remier: Yes, in an area surveyed
but that will reguire railways.

Mr. Mann: And you will have 10,000 ap
plicants for the blocks,

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
from the East. I agree with the Premie
that our people should bave the first op
portunity to get the land. Of course, .ou
own people should be approved settlers
Then we have land in the Sonth-West and
more the other side of ¥sperance, taking
line from Southern Cross and thence East tc
Dundas. I lelieve that is the greatest ares
of good land we are likely to bave for future
settlement.

The CIIATRMAN: The hon. membe
shounld confine himself to discussing the lon
don Agency.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHFELL: And i
doing so I am discussing the work of ths
Agent-General in the direction of assisting
migration.

Mr. Davy: Give him another £500.

The Premier: I agree that that is a gooc
suggestion, for it will enable him to travel
about.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I woul
like to make it possible for him to travel eon
stantly. .

Mr. Thomson: But | do not think £504
wonld go very far. -

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: He would
get his travelling allowance. As to the ques
tion of exhibits, there s mighty little room
at the Loadon Ageney. We could not be ex-
pected to exhibit all the varied produce of
the State. Tt has to be remembered that the
Agent-(GGenern] can send out a request for
any exhibit he likes,

The Premier: If we are to eover anything
like all our produce, the exhibits must neces-
sarily be small.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
we could not send samples of perishable
produets. The member for Avon expressed
a desire to see the Agent-(leneral’s report.
I do not know whether veports ave received
from the Agent-General,

The Premier: T do not think so.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T would
like to see the 1922 report, an advance copy
of which the memher for Katanning seemed
to have obtained at the time.

Mr. Thomson: No, T received it out here,
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:; 1 do not
knaw whether it was a report or whether it
waus merely a lctter.

The DPremier: I do not cver remember
seeing one in this House,

Mr., Latham: On one occasion une wus
posted to me in London.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier rightly pointed out that the Federal
Government were responsible for the selec-
tion of migranis subjeet to our officials’ in-
spection. On the other hand, there are al-
ways many people willing to come out. T
think onr Agent-General, Mr. Angwin, ean
be left (o see that the best type of migrant
is sent out.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members cannot
speak twice on the general debate, and if
they propose to diseuss the matter further
they must deal with items.

ltem—A gent-General, £1,500:

My, THOMSON:: 1 am in accord with the
snggestion that the Agent-General should b
encouraged to travel about Greal Britain
m order to meet people. Travelling is costly
in the Old Counlry, but even if he were able
to do that, the Agent-General could not cover
all the aectivities 1 had in mind when I mesw-
twoned the appointment of a puhlicity offices.
The Premier stated that the Empire Market-
mg Scheme spent a large sem of money n
advertising Empire goods. Tn company
with the Honorarv Minister (Mr. Milling-
ton), who opencd a household management
school at Katanning yesterday, 1 inspected
the building and was surprised to find that
the sehool teacher was so up to date that he
had written Home to London to secore in-
formation, and on the walls of his school
were displayed eopies of the posters that are
heing diatributed through the sehools in the
0QIA Country. Those postors urge people to
purchase Empire produets, but that does not
help Western Australia.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member s
out of order. He must discuss the salary nf
the Agent-General. )

Mr. THOMSON: And I am pointing oul
the funetions of the Agent-General by which
he is able to carn that salary.

The CHAIRMAN: I can allow the hon.
member to discuss the salary of the Agent-
General as to whether it is adequate or not,
but cannot allow him to embark uporn &
eeneral speech in dealing with an item.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the only way T
ean overcome the diffieulty is to move to
reduce the vote by £1.
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The Premier: You can discuss the salary
of the Agent-General without moving o
reduce it.

Mr. THOMSON: I move—

Tht the item ‘‘Agent General, £1,500,”° be

reduced by £1,
Those of ns who have visited the Old Coun-
try realise that once a person gets away from
London, very little is known aboul \Western
Australia. No doubt Sir James Mitchell and
the Premier, when they were Home in their
ollicial capacities, guined the impression that
the publicity uvailable was pgreater than it
really is. 1 went to England as a private
citizen and frequently I found it was not
known that | was a member of Parliament.
1 had to make myself known and then I was
able 1o make innuiries. Even the persons
who are supposed to be migration agents
for Australin referred me to Aunstralia House
when 1 asked if they were in a position
to give me any information about Western
Australia. | visited Australia House and I
put the following question to the official to
whom I gpoke, “Suppose I come here and
want to. find out about Aunstralia. What
infermation will you suppiy?’ The reply [
reecived was, “We will supply you with ane
information for which you ask.” [ maintain
that we should have a publicity officer whu
will he able to visit various towns and ad-
dress meetings and visit the secondary
schools.  1f we had such a publicity ageat
he could relieve the Agent-General, or work
with him und gu to various parts of the
Old Country and enconrage people to come
to Western Australia, or te purchase our
woods,

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the lion. member
to confine himself to the question of the re-
::limtion of the Agent-General's salary by

My. THOMSON: I merely moved that
amendment (o enable me to deal with the
Agent-General’s department.

The CHAIRMAN: The hor
distinetly ont of order.

Mr. THOMSON: If the Chazirman com-
pels me to confine my remarks to the salary,
he will foree me to adopt——-=

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
not permitted to make threats,

Mr. THOMSON: I merely wish to point
out that the Agent General is not doing his
faty by not going out to varions tuwns. |
had no desire to ndopt that attitnde.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
not wander all over the place.

member i
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Mr. THOMSOXN : But you are compelling
me to do so; you eompel rae to say that
the Agent-General is not doing his duty to
the State by remaining in Lendon.  He
shou!d go to the varicas towns, attend th:
agricultural shows and deliver addresses.
There should be greater publicity than we
are receiving at the present time,

The Premier: 1 think we should start o
campaizn such as that out lhere.

My, THOMSON: The Chairman would
rule me out of order if I storted such a
discussion. If the Agent-General’s concep-
tion of adveriising the wares and produets
of Western Australian can be earried out
for £19, he is certainly deserving of eensure.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member ix
now dealing with Ltem 13, which has nothing
to dn with Lhe Agent-General's salary.

My, THOMSOXN: I am eompelled to do
s0 by your ruling

The Premier:
interpreting the Standing Orders.
cannot make two general speeches.

The CHAIRMAN: The Premier spoke
generally in reply to the hon. member. Now
the hon. member, on an item, is endeavour-
ing to reply to what the Premier said. That
will not be permitted.

Mr. THOMSON: Anyhow, I think 1 have
aceomplished my desire.

The Premier: Youn bave given us all a
headache,

Mr. THOMSON : I hope that more money
will be provided and also that we shall get
the report to whieb 1 have referred.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The member for Kat-
anning moved to reduce the item by £1 for
the purpose of conveying to the Treasurer
his belief that the salary and remuneration
paid to the Agent General were not suffi-
cient. If the hon. member had counfined him-
self to that, there would not have been any
necessity lo move to reduce the item. If
the Premicr has listened to the debate he
will be convinced that there is a prevailing
opinion that the Agent General is not ade-
quately paid. The Premier will, therefore,
take that as an indication that it is the de-
sire of members that provision should be
made for further remuneration.

Mr. Thomson: That is what I set out to
do.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Then the hon, mem-
ber tried to accomplish it in a clumsy man-
ner. If I were the Agent General and read
the report of this debate, I wounld feel some-
what sore nbout it. There was not the

The Chairman is merely
You
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slizhtest need for the member for Katanning
to adopt the course he followed.

The PREMIEHR: I agree with the »e-
marks of the hon, member who has just sat
down. lt is possible that when the debate
comes to be read n cold print it will convey
A wrong impression of the whole situation,
and kunowing Mr. Angwin's temperanent,
amd his keen desire to serve the State, the
icnor of the debate may be ealenluted to
hurt his feelings 1§ the member for Kat-
anning desired that the salary of the Agenl
General should be inereused, he could have
mude the sugzestion without following the
eourse that he adopted and moving to ve-
duce the item, It would have been just as
effective if he had expressed his opinions
without suggesting that the item be reduced.

Mr. Davy: He did it to emphasise the
importance of inereasing the salary,

Mr. Thomson: You know very well it was
the only way by which I could do it. -

The PREMIER: I know nothing of the
kind.

Mr. Thomson:
than you.

The PREMIEK: The hon. member is
talking nonsense. e could have said any-
thing and everything without moving to re-
duce the item. The hon. member's sole de-
sire was to make i{wo speeches, and the
Chairman of Committees could not vary or
amend the Standing Orders at a moment's
notice to meet the hon, member's wishes.

Mr, Davy: You are now getting in a
second general speech.

The PREMIER: T very rarcly transgress
the rutes of the House. 1 agree that the
salary is not sufficient. I do not remermber
when it was inereased but I am safe in say-
ing that it has not been increased for abeut
20 years.

Mr. Davy: Tt ought to be increased.

The PREMIER: Sinee the increase was
made salaries have doubled, and in some
eases more than doubled, yet this one has
remained stationary. I should say, porhaps,
that provision was mnde by a previous Gov-
ernment for the purchase of a house for the
Agent General. That house was sold as the
result of a diseussion I had with Sir ITal
Colebateh in London.

Jon. Sir James Mitchell: You certainly
wanted £3,000 a year to live in that house.

The CHATRMAN: Hon. members are
getting away from the subject again.

The PREMIER: I am merely giving in-
formation to hon. members. The Agent
General’s house has been sold and a house

No one knows it better
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allownance is provided. I agree that the
Agent General’s salary is iusufficient.

Amendment put and negatived,
1tem—TUpkeep of Savoy House, £1,700:

Mr. DAVY: Does this item refer to re-
pairs, land tax and so on?

The PREMIER: Yes, and ground rent,
rates and taxes, eleciricity, heating, clean-
ing and so forth.

Mr. THOMSOX : T understood we owned
Savoy House.

The Premier: We are the ground-renters.
In England the holder of a long lease is
called an owner.

Alr, THOMSOXN: For how long is the
lease? .

The Premier: I should say for 50 or 60
years. ’

Mr, THOMSON: Tf we have a long lease
of Savoy Hoase, we might modernise the
building a little so as to be able to show our
cxhibits betfer, even though the fromtage is
narrow, We ought to have as fine an exhibit
as thos¢ of Quecnsland, New Zealand and
Canada. The showing spnee could easily
he made more extensive,

The PREMIER: 1 discussed that matter
with the Agent General when in London.
Widening opevations have been meeeedmn'
in the Strand for many years, the plan bemg
to widen the whole of that thovoughfare.
The block of six or eight houses in which
Savoy House is sitmated has not yet been
widened, but notice .of intention to widen
is expected any day, and will involve pulling
down, or at all events a slicing-off of about
30 feet from the building.

Vote put and passed.

Unte—"ullic Service Commissioner, £1,584
—agreed to.

Tote—Government JMotor

£6.656

Mr. LATHAM: The vote shows an in-
erease of £818. T understand that certain
high oificinls have cars entively for their
own use, and that these cars are used par-
tiecwlarly to convey them to and from their
homes. Some of the officials make a trip
to the counfry only abont once annually,
their cars vemaining garaged for the rest of
the year. Sinez Ministers of the Crown
are to be seen going home in tramears, the
public servants in question might either
provide cars of their own tc convey them-
selves home or else pay tram fares.

Car Seruice,
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ltem—Wages and Overtime, £2,500:

Mr, DAVY: Following this item there
is one for maintenance of vorkshop, motor
vehicles and bieyeles and hire of ears for
all deparctments, £6,000. Does the ' £6,000
include some wages? _

The PREMIER: The lirst item covers
wages and overtime of mechanics and
chauffeurs in the garage. The next item
covers the cost of petrol, tyres, and general
expenses of all kinds, inclnding supply of
petrol to varicus departments for their cars.
The serviee for other departments amounted
to no less than 74,183 for the year. Other
departments are charged for cars. Petrol
totalling 25,000 gallons was supplied to
other departments at wholesale rates, this
resalting in a saving of 3d. per gallon.
Previously each department was supplied
separately, but the petrol is now supplied
in balk from the garage nt the foot of this
hill,

Mr. DAVY: 1 gather the purchase of
cars is a revenue matter. If the Govern-
nient require additionz] motor cars, are
thess -revenne items? T

" The. Premier: Yes.

" Yote put and passéd.
" Vote—DPrinting, £45,336— agreed to.
1 ole-—-’l'aurm Bureau, £l 909

M). SAMPSON: The sote shows & net
ingrease of £171, .but of-this amount £165
appears to be  additional - wages, - which
would leave.£6 for the pr oqecntlon of -the
work .of the buxeau.

" 'Fhe Premier: No; £6 extra. . .

My, SAMPSON: Actually theie is a re.
dueed amount for the work-.of the bureau
in making Western Australian resorts known.

Hon. Sir ‘Jamies Mitchell: The work is
done jolly well.

Mr, SAMPSON: I agre: that the work
is well done. The Tourist Fureau is an ex-
cellent institution. The trips to the wheat
areas, organised by the burean, have
ereated in many people a desire to ftake
up country life. Has consideration been
given to the neel and opportunity for ex-
pansion of the work of the burean?

The Premier: T think it is now doing
as much as there is scops for; certainly
it is well in the public eve.

Mr. SAMPSON: From the figures I in-
fer that the highly beuefieial work of the
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burean suffers from lack of sufficient
finance.

Me. MARSHALL: Have the Govern-

ment definitely arranged a site for the
housing of the burean? I vnderstood from
a statement made earlier in the sestion that
the bureau must be removed from its pre-
sent site. It should he placed where it
will be easily seen, will be easy of access,
and will be provided with all needful
facilities.

Mr. THOMSON: The ievenue of the
burean for 192(-27 was £16, and it is es-
timated at £27 for the current year. Un-
doubtedly the advertising propaganda or-
ganised by the Director of the Tourisi
Bnreau has caused our neaple to realise
that Western Australia contains many
places well worth seeing. However, with-
out eriticising, I think it shiuld be possible
to obtain a lift'e more revenue from the
institution. Tf the Tourist Burean assists
the Railway Department, the State Ship-
ping Service, and othcr departments, the
burean should receive eredit on the revenme
gide for the work performed. Such bureauns
have performed useful work in the Eastern
States and it would be a good thing if
branches were established iu Melbourne and
Sydney in order to make Western Aus-
tralia better known there.

Mr. MANN: Regarding the control ex-
ereised over Rottnest Island by the depart-
ment——

The Premier: The Tourict Bureau does
not eontrol Rottnest; the director is merely
seerctary of the board of control.

Mr. MANN: Does he receive anything
axtra for the work he doss in comnection
with the board of sontrol?

The Premier: That comes under the
heading of the Chief Secretary’s depart-
ment. I do not know whether he gets any-
thing extra. At any rate, he is not over-
worked.

Mr. MANN: There is no reference to
him in the Estimates for the Chief Secre-
tary’s Department.

The PREMIER: The n'fcer relerred to
by the member for Perth has no control
over Rottnest at all. The director acts as
secretary to the board of eontrol. Whether
he gets paid by the board or by hie depart-
ment for earrving out those duties, T can-
not say. The member for Murchizon asked
whether it had been determined where the
bureau would he honsed in the future. We
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will not be lanneching out in the construe-
tion of a new Savings Bank for some time,
50 that the preesnt loeation of the bureau
will not be disturbed. In the circumstances
no consideration has been given to the site
for the aew burean. The member for
Katanning suggested that because the Tour-
ist Bureaw’s advertising bruught revenue
to the Railway Department and other de-
partments, the burean should receive credit
on the revenue side. It would not affect
the Lrcasury at all, although doubtless some
oflicer of one department or another would
be glad to see the revenue side of his de-
partment’s figures increased in the way the
hon. member suggests. Such credit, however,
would simply mean duplicating bookkeeping
entries for no benefit to the State at all. Aa
to the snggestion by the member for Swan,
there is no need to launch inte & more ex.
tensive scheme of advertising or publicity
in eonnection with the bureau.

Mr. Davy: Five people sre employed
there.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : And they are all
busy.

Myr. Davy: Doing what?

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Doing good
work.

The PREMIER: [ think the amount pro-
vided on the Estimates is large rather thon
too small for the work done. I do not see
any necessity to inerease the expenditure.
It is certainly one department that will grow
and expand as the State progresses.

Myr. Sampson: It helps the railways.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell; But that is not
its main object.

The PREMIER: I suppose it does help
the railways, but most departments help
each other. The buresu has been doing good
work in providing information regarding
our various resorts and thus attracting peo-
ple from the other States and largely pre-
venting our own people from spending holi-
days elsewhere.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 do not
think the work of the Tourist Bureau is
adequately nnderstood. The officials do a
lot of work apart from advertising the
beauty spois of the State. They give a fund
of information to visitors who come to Perth
and they are kept going all the time, The
officers are able to advise people ns to places
of interest within the State such ag the Por-
ongorups, the wheant belt and so on.

The Premier: Visitors who arrive by sea
are able to get the information that they
require.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. Lt
is surpriging how little our own people know
alout the beauties of the State. The officers
of the bureau are earrying out work that is
of great advantage to the Swate. The vote
is not large for the work we expect them to
do for us. We :re told that Normalup is
one of the greatest natural beauty spots in
the world. Now many people go there fur
their holidays.  In the past few peopln
went to Augusta, but now many go there.
It would be atterty ridiculous, however, to
allow the vurcan to colleet a proportion of
the revenue of the Railway Department, or
the Stale Shipping Service, merely beeause
ol the work it is doing. 1t would be equally
ridiculous, merely to slow inercased revenne
for the bureau, Lo indulge in uscless book-
keeping eniries  Lu is useless showing rev-
enne taken from one department and hande:l
to another department, secing that the money
all goes to the Trewsury in the end.

The Premier: .And lovk at the duplication
of hook-keeping entries that would he in-
volved.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Government were to agree to any such thingy,
they would merely re-establish a system thut
took vears to break down. 1 presume the
Director of the DBurenu veceives some
remuneration for the work he does as
secretary of the Rottnest Board of Control.
just as former secretaries have been paid.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The suggestion has
been put forward that the bureau has been
treated in a niggardly manner. Has the
Premier any purticulars to show how the
officers of the bureau are employed? There
is the direetor, a head elerk and three clerks.
The title of director is high-sounding.

The Premier: The salary is very low ror
the title!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is an insult to the
title! If a business person wished to know
the best wany to get to some place, he would
not neeessarily require a director to tell him
which train to eateh. I hope there will be no
inerease in the vote, and while I do not care
to move to reduce it, I would like to know
what the clerks are doing. I do neot think
those elerks are over-worked and under-
paid.

The Premier: I do not think so either.

Vote put and passed.
[Me. Lamhert took the Chair.]

Vote—Literary and Scientific Granis, eic.,
£11,271:
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item—FPublic Library, Museum and Art
Gallery of Western Australia, and travelling
library, £7,600 :

Mr. DAVY: There is here an inerease ot
£800. Could the Premier tell us what it
represents ?

Mr. SAMPSON: I should like to know
whether advantage is being taken of the
travelling library. [t has been said that
nowadays, owing to picture shows and other
distractions, people are not reading as mueh
as they used to do.

The PREMIER: In the vears prior to
the war, indeed right np te 19153, the grant
for the Public Library was £7,600, the figure
here set down. 1t was the siringency of the
war years that resnlted in its being reduced.
Certainly for many years now the i’ublic
Library has been starved. The supply of
new books has not been kept up, and books
that needed ve-hinding have had to be
neglected. This inerease of £800 is only
restoring the vote to what is was for 1915.
Ever sinee 1 have been in offiee the trustees
have been pressing me for an inereased an-
nual vote, and T am glad that at last we have
been able to grant their reyuest. As for the
travelling library, aithough people in the
¢ity may not be reading as mueh as ever,
I think those in the ecountry are doing so.
Rome hundreds of eases of books 2o out tu
country libraries dnring cach year. They
are of great assistance to couniry people.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T wish
the people of the country knew they eould
have thrse books. Manvy of them know
nothing ahount it. It is a great convenienes
and comfort to people in remote distriets
to he able to get these iooks sent out to
them on their paying freight one way. 1
wish we could make everybody in the coun-
try wnderstand that. 1 think this faeility
should be warmly encouraged.

Item—Law Library, £100:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Year after year this
seems to remain stattonary at £100. Has the
Premier not had applications in respeet of
increased requirements?

The Premier: No, we have heen ahle to
meet their requirements with £100.

Mr. DAVY: Whilst perhaps the Publig
Library might be classed as a luxury—per-
sonally I shounld hesitate to so designate it
~—this law libary is an absolute necessity.
Tt is there, not only for members of the
legal profession, bt also for judges and for
members of Parliament. Tt is in a very de-
plorable state at present. T ask the Treas-
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urer to keep a friendly eye on this library
and reafise that it is, part of the essential
services of the State that the library should
be maintained in proper condition. The text
books are twe editions behind, and some of
them, like some of the law reports, are not
there at all, although frequently required.
This libravy is a State possession, exereising
a State function, and should be kept in pro-
per order,

Item—Kalgomlie Mechanies' Institute,

£100:

Mv, THOMSON: I should like the Pre-
nier to tell us why the Kalgoorlie Mechan-
ies’ Institute can get £100 per annwm, when
s0 many eountry mechanies’ institutes can
zet no financial assistance af all.

The PREMIER: T am not able to say
why this vote was initiated, for it has been
on the Eatimates as long almost as Kalgoorlie
has been in existence, certainly over 20 vears.
They have a free library in Kalgoorlie,
as fine as any in the eity, and it serves a
very big district. It is very widely patroan-
ised and it assists the public by lending
books, not only to residents of Kalgoorlie,
hut also to those of surronnding eentres,

Item—Zoologieal Gardens, £3,000:

Mr. NORTH: 1t is often said thai the
Zoo is not being properly maintained, What
som would the director like to have if he
could get it¥ In other words, how far are
we starving the Zoo? I should like to see
the Zoo either properly maintained or closed
up. We do not want to have these com-
plaints made about iis being starved.

The Premier: Yoo ean’t stop the squeal-
ing in the Zoo.

Mr. NORTH: What would be required by
the director to make a job of the Zoo, If
he says, £20,000——

Mr. Latham: Give it to him.

Mr. NORTH: Not at all, but let us find
out what is needed for the Zoo, as compared
with what we are providing for it.

The PREMIER: The quesktion is a poser.
I have not discussed that aspect with the di-
rector.

Mr. Latham:
ous to do so.

The PREMIER: T should hesitate hetore
asking hiz opinion. T de not know whether
the Zoo is starved, No Treasurer would ask
the departments whether they required more
money. I have not had any request for an

[t would be rather danger-
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increase this year or last year, though I be-
lieve I had one three years ago.

Mr. North; That is very good news.

The PREMIER: Consequently 1 as-
sumed that the £3,000 was sufficient,

Mr. DAVY: Although I eannet elaim of-
ficial authority to do so, let me now prefer a
request for an inerease. I frequently visit
the Zuo and I assure the Premier it is in sad
need of funds. There is nothing sadder than
to sec that partienlarly lovely place spoilt
through lack of suflicient funds to maintain
it in decent condition. In the last 10 or 15
vears it has beeome a -nost heautiful spot.
The trees skilfully ehosen and beautifully
arranged have grown, and in the whole of
Austrzlia one could not find anything more
heautiful than the eollection of paling, and the
waler effeets. 1t would entail an expenditure
of only €900 or £1,000 a yeur extra to put
the place in proper order. Nearly all the
cages, fences, ete., were originally intended to
be terporary structures: vet the director and
the board have had to keep them going for
many vears. I do not agree that we should
close the Zoo unless we ean keep it in top-
hole order.

My, North:
Ol'dt‘l'.

Mr. DAVY: Tt is pitifa) to see some of
the lnrge carnivora—bears, wolves, dingoes,
lions, and tigers—existing in wretched little
cubby loles, The lions have just been given
more freedom in the shape of a new en-
vlosure about the size of this Chamber. Has
the Premicr been to the Zoo recently?

The Premier: T am a regular visitor and
1 think it is one of the most heautiful spots.

The CYAIRMAN: The Committee are
not concerned where the Premier spends his
spare time.

My, DAVY: The Premier shonld consider
whether he eannot spare nanother £300 a year
for a start to put the Zoo in order. Some
members have expressed ill-considered views
about- the Zoo, but T remember Mr, Angwin
saying on one oceasion that if there was not
a Zoo the echildren of Western Australia
would grow up without knowing what a linn
looked like., So tong as the lions and bears
are given a rcasonable degree of comfort,
there is nothing erue! or improper in keep-
ing them in the Zoo.

Mr, Tatham: Faney keeping them in cap-
tivity to show them to children! .

Mr. DAVY: T admit it is wrong to keep
them in unclean eages that ave too small to
enable them to take sufficient exercise to

Tt should be kept in fair
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maintain their healtk. 1t is possible that
a move may be made to get private sub-
seriptions that will materially help, but I
suggest that the Premier should restore the
grant of £3,500, at which fizure it stood
previously.

The Premier: 1 agree with you; I shall
sec what T can do,

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Treaswry, £19,/49—agreed to.
Vote—Audit, £13,934:

Mr. THOMSON: 1t is a pity that the
Auditor-Genernl’s report is not available.
I asked earlier in the session when we might
expeet it, but I renlised that the Premier
had no control over the Auditor-(eneral.
Considering thal four months have eclapsed
since the close of the finaneial year, it is
strange that the Aunditor-General’s report
ghould not have reached us, partienlarly as
other departments, sueh as the Taxation De-
partment, have furnished their reports. The
Auditor-General should be in a position to
submit his report earlier in the session. If
he is anditing the books of the departments
as the bhooks of a private firm would be
andited, then a month or six weeks after
the ruling off he should be in a position to
submit his veport. If the Premier knows
when the report will he available, I should
like to be informed.

Hon. W. J. George: We should have it
before this vote is passed.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes: it would he use-
ful to have it before dealing with the Esti-
mates. The Auditor-General is the watch-
dog of the State’s finances,

Hon. G. TAYT.OR: The salary of the
Auditor-General is not under diseussion be-
cause it is provided for nnder special Acts.
1 desire to direet the attention of the Com-
mittee and the Aunditor-General to the fezet
that it is most unsalisfactory for ns to be
disensging Estimates without having the
Anditor-General’s report before us, I read
in this morning's paper that the Auditor-
Gieneral of New South Wales had submitted
his report. If that can be done in a large
State like New Sonth Wales it should be
possible to do it here. If the reason for the
delay in presenting the report is that the
Auditor-General’s Department is  under-
staffed, we should he informed.

The Premier: There is no under-staffing.

Hon., ;. TAYT.OR: Then there must be
come other reason for the report not reaeh-
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ing us until late in the session. Last year
consideration of the Estimates had almost
been eoncluded before we received the re-
port, but last year’s report is of no value
to us when dealing with this year’s Esti-
mates. The Auditor-Ceneral is the ser-
vant of Parliament; he takes no insirue-
tions from the Government.

Hon. W, J. George: He is protected in
that way,

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Yes, by a special Aet.
1t should be conveved to him that we ex-
pect his report in time to discuss it with
the Estiniates, and if he is not capable with
his present staff of presenting it in time, he
should be given suflicient staff to enable him
to do it. If the report is to be of any value
to us in discussing the finances of the State,
it should be before us now. I hope my re-
marks will be wought under the notice of
the Auditor-General. 1 find no fault with
his work; wmy only complaint is that the
report reaches us so late in the session,

Mr. Sampson: And that minimises its
usefulness.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It venders it value-
less for discussion on the Estimates. T hope
the Auditor-General will explain why his
report has not reached us in time. * The
Auditor-General of Queensland presented
his report long before this stage of the
session. [ hope the Auditor-General will
have a sound and tangible reason to offer.
He ts the only authority we have to guide
us as to the soundness of the State’s finane-
ing and whether the Government have spent
the money in accordance with the provisions
laid down by Aect of Parlianment. It is idle
for us to discuss what happened 12 months
azo. We want the report up to the 30th
June last in order that we may properly
disenss these Estimates. That report should
be here nt the time when the Treasurer pre-
sents his Budget.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: [ endorse the re-
marks of the member for Mt, Murgaret. The
Anditor General's veport is the most im-
portant docament we ean have to enable us
intelligently to deal with the Estimates. I
have before me last year’s report of the
Auditor General, which came in too late.
It deals with many things we wanted to
know, such asg the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, the Publie Trebt, General Loan Fund.
the inerease and deercase in debts, Stores,
gte,  Concerning each department remarks
are made which are more or less pertinent,
and the report generally contains informa-
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tion that one requires when dealing with the
Estimates,

The Premier: I am not responsible for
the delay. I have no communication with
the Auditor General. I would not dream
of approaching him, even about his report.
He is an officer of Parliament and not a
Government officer.

Hon, W. J. GEORGE: Members will find
from last year's report that as far back as
1914 surcharges have been shown in various
departments. Evidently officers of the de-
partments have not done right in the eyes
of the Auditor General. There is no sus-
picion of dishonesty, but the Auditor Gen-
eral evidently feels that these surcbarges
should not have occurred. 1t is not right
that this kind of thing should have been
going on for 20 years, and that these sur-
charges have never been cleared up. The
Government would do well to consider
whether the prineipls upon which the sur-
charges ocenr should ke altered or not.
Either the officers concerned have not had
proper guidance, or the Aunditor General has
misrend the Andit Aet. 1f the officers are
not making mistakes, these surcharges
ghould not Le brought about.

The Premier: Did you clear any of them
up during your seven years of office?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I do not know
that we had the opportunity. If we have
not the right to request that the report
should be here when we want it, can we not
get that right? We should be in a position
to deal with the Ectimates on a proper foot-
ing. There is something wrong either with
the Audit Act, which enables the Auditor
General to trke certain views, or with the
conduct of owr department. If mistakes
ean occur in one direction, they can oeccur
in another.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Premier said he was going to bring down =
Bill to desl with the Anditor-General’s salary.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMER MITCHELL: @en-
erally speaking these surcharges are pay-
ments which have been made without pro-
per authority,

The Premier: They can all be cleared up
by Executive Council minute.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Yes.
The Auditor General is an officer of Parlia-
ment, and members are entitled to ask him
for any information upon the audit he has
eompleted.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It appears that the
Audit Department is understaffed. One
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wonders whether the department which deals
with tbe anditing of the books of country
road boards is also in the same position.

The Premier: It is not understaffed.
Vote put and passed.

Votes—Compassionate Allowances, £1,776 ;
State Savings Bank, £46,078; Government
Stores, £17,231; Tazation, £30,000—agreed
to,

Vate—Workers' Homes Board, £16,128:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I can-
not very well eriticise this wonderfully
managed department

The Premier: It has always been one of
the best managed departments.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I notice
that a sum of £900 is set down for the
Chairman, That is a new appointment.

The Premier: Mr Hardwick drew that
salary as Chief Architect, but having heen
vetired from that position, he has retained
the salary as Chairman of the Workers
Homes Board.

Mr. THOMSON:
ment ¥

The Premier: Yes. If you can eall it so.

Mr, THOMSON: It actually means an
increased expenditure of £900 a year. Mr.
Hardwick is the right man in the right
place.

The Premier: Poriion of that salary will
be paid by the Commonwealth, becanse he
is also doing repatrintion work.

Alr, THOMSON: With regard to the
Federal housing scheme, has the Premier
received any communication from the Com-
monwealth Government that they want our
board to construet the homes as we have
done in the case of war service homes?

The Premier: I have had no communica-
tion from themn, but they would not do that
until the Bill was finally passed.

Mr. THOMSON: The time is ¢pportune
to draw their attention to the question.
‘Ours is 8 very efficient department.

The Premier: The Commonwealth kmnow
that, because we have done their work for
some time,

Mr. THOMSON: The Federal authori-
ties made a fine mess of the war service
homes. If the housing scheme comes into
existence in New South Wales, no doubt
the Commonwealth Government will use the
War Service Homes organisation there to
earry out the scheme in that State. I want
to avoid a similar thing in thiz State, The
Cominonwenlth could not do better than

It is a new appoint-
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hand the work over io the Workers’ Homes
Loard.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If they do net,
the two departments will be competing
ugainst each other.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not want thal.
Now is the opportunjty te communicate
-‘with the Commonwealth Government to the
effect that we do not want the old blunders
repeated.

The Premier’ Yon are discussing a matter
that has not vet becume law.

Mr. THOMSON: But it will become law.
Now is the time for us lo take action. We
know that the operations of the War
Service Homes scheme were disastrous tu
those of our soldiers who were coneerncd.
In the Chairman of the Workers Homes
Board we have an excellent officer and a
practien] man. He was Chief Architect of
the State for inany years, and was respon-
sible for the erection of many of our publie
buildings. The seeretary and the officers
pulled the War Service Homes Commission
out of an unholy ness, and placed them in
an excellent position. Western Australia is
to be rongratulated on its eclficient board.
The Premicr might intimate fo the Common-
wealth that we desire to avoid duplication
of offiecs.

Item—Incidentals, £1,750:

Hon, W. J. GEQORGE: This item in-
cludes a sum of £280 for motor upkeep.
Later there is an item for the purchase of &
motor car at £250. Suorely £250 is not to be
spent on the upkeep of one ¢ar?

The PREMIER : There are more cars than
one; inspection is continually going on,

Vote put and passed.
Vote—1fiserllaneous Services, £182,810:

ltem---Parks, Recreation Grounds, ete.—
Grants for maintenance and improvements—
King’s Park Board, £2,400; XNornalup,
£100; other grounds, £150:

Mr. THOMSON: I take no exception to
the amount of £2,400 for King’s Park, this
being a national park; but I wonder why
Nornalup should be selected to receive £100
while other grounds collectively are to re-
ceive £150. Some country districts desire to
establish parks. Will they be permitted to
participate in the £1507

The PREMIER : Nornalup is an extensive
area which has lately ecome under the control
here indicated. Nornalup is visited by con-
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siderable numbers now; the railway wil
shortly be finished, and therefore it is desir-
able to spend a litlte money there. The £100
1s not to be expended on a park, but as salary
for a pavt-time caretaker, there being no
toeal authority and trees having been de-
stroyed by visitors and campers,

ltem—River pollntion, investigation, £10:

Mr. THOMSOX : This seemns a small sum
to provide for suech an investigation. Have
the Health Departinent becn following the
matter up, and do they consider that they
have arrived at a solution of the problem of
the growth of algae in the river? If so, the
informativn would he uspful to other places.

The PREMTER: This item has nething
to do with the goneral qucestion of algae in
the river. Ior some years it has been agreed
that the solution of that difficulty is the
dredging and veelamation of the East Perth
swamp lands and the deepening of the chan-
nel with consequent increase of flow to carry
away the material responsible for the algae.
The item refers to the carrving-ont of in-
vestigations suggested by a member of the
City Counetl.

Ttem—Albany Centenary, £100:

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: I wish fo ex-
press the Albany people’s gratitude for the
Premier’s action in connection with the Al-
bany Centenary, and their appreciation of
the officer in control of the exhibition held at
Albany, Mr. Anderson. I hope some c¢on-
sideration witl he extended to him, as for
many vears he has been a temporary offieer.
There bas never been a better advertisement
for Albany than the exhibition, which in-
cluded many important items.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T asked a question to-
day on this subject, prompted by some peo-
ple who want to know whether the Albany
Centenary was on the same conditions as
the Perth Centenary. T had no idea of ob-
jecting to the grant.

Ttem—Workers’ Compensation Act, Medi-
cal Referees, £75:

Mr. THOMSON: ‘This item shows an in-
erease of £67, last year’s expenditure unde~
it having heen £8. What is the reason
for the inrreased, vote? Have there been dis-
putes between medieal men, or in conncetion
with the cortifying of injuries to workmen
unider the Workers' Compensation Aet?

The PREMIER : There have been differ-
ences of opinion between medical offieers in
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connection with the opevations of the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act and the disputes have
had to be referred to the medieal referee.
The expenses of the referee have to be et
out of funds appropriated by TParliament.
Disputes have urisen in connection with the
medieal certificates as to the incapaeity of a
worker under the provisions of the Aect.
Quite & number of cases have been taken to
the board of referces.

Ttem—VFederal-State finance proposals—-
Atnount to be pluced in suspense unt agree.
ment beeomes binding by law and then to
be nppropriated, £350,000:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T pre-
sume the Premier will set azide a proportion
of the amonnt month by menth otherwise
the balances will be affceted. Up fo the
present, T do not think any amount has been
set aside for the trust fund.

The PREMIER: I think the payments
will be nade half-yvearly.

[tem—=State Savings Bank-——Proceeds ol
purchase of Barrack-street site—Amount
to bhe placed to a suspense aeccount
and applied (a) towards the cost of re-
sutption or purchase of land for eentral
Governnent offices if proeeeded with; {b) in
orection of further Government office builil-
ings, £40,000:

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: ilnde:
the item dealing with the ¥Fedeval-State fin-
ancial proposals, (he Government ennnoy
operate or the mooey Lecause it is to be
placed ir suspense, hut when we eome to the
item relating to the State Savings Bank, th:
£40,000 may be used by the Government. 1
notice that a board has been appointed to
advise the Government as to a site snitable
tor the erecticn of publie offices, [ hope
the Loard will be advisory onlv in respect
io the site.

The Premier: That is all.

Hon, Str JAMES MITCHELL: The site
should not be determined without eareful
consideration,

The Premier: My view is that noe sife for
a proposed bnilding to house the whole of
the Government departments should be de-
vided upon until Parliament has been eou-
snlted. In fact, T wonld not dream of doing
it without bringing the question hefore Par-
liament.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
shonld not adopt any such proposal without
contidering whether we econld fnanee it,
and without imposing an additional hur-
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den upon the people. Tremendous econ-
omy would he effected if the Government
departinents eould be housed in one build-
ing; it would make for smooth working as
well,  As the item is worded in the BEsti-
mates, the Premier could spend the £40,00u,

The Premicr: Yes, in either of the two
directionz indieated.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think we shonld ercet any more publie build-
ings, [t would be a waste of money to put
up small buildings all over the place. The
(lovernment have added tremendously to the
accommodation avaitable,  When we took
over the old post office buildings, much
addidtional space was made available.
I hope ihe Premier will not spend another
penny in evceting Government offices until
it has been decided what shall be done for
the futore.

Mr. LAMOND: 1 notice there is an item
referring to an aeroplane landing ground at
Marble Bar for whieh the Government pro-
vided £50,

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. wember ean-
not dizenss that matter beeause no funds ave
provided on the Estimates for this vear,

Mr. LAMOND: That is why T wish 10
drrw attention to it.

The PREMIER : 1 know the hon, member
is not in order in discussing il because theve
is no provision on the Estimates for this
year. The £50 spent last vear represented
a small grant by the Government to provide
a landing ground at Marble Bar, beeause
that centre is off the acroplane route,

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder! The P'remier
is out of order,

The PREMIER: That is wo. T will Le
able {o explain the position on another oe-
cosion. If we had neroplane lunding placus
in other parts it would be a good thing for
the country generally, partiewlacly when ae-
cidents ocenr, for it wonld enable the aers.
planes to land ut centres off the main route.
1t was an illness that gave rvise to the pro-
vision of the grant for Marble Bar.

Hon. 8Sir James Mitchell : T would not ab-
Jjeet to the expenditure in the slightest, but
T think the Federal Government should de
this work,

The PREMIER: But they will not do it.
Regarding the suggestion of the Leader of
the Opposition that we should not ereet any
new buildings in different parts of the eity,
1 acvee with his contention, because that
procedure makes for ineflicieney and want
of vroper control.  Although the wording
of the item would enahle the Government
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to spend money for cither of the two pur-
poses set out, if is not our intention fo pro-
ceed with the ereetion of any buildings duz-
ing the finanecinl year. 1 believe we ought
to get our departiments housed in one central
bloek if we can. It will probably cost s
lot of money, hut by vacating offices in cen-
trally situated parts of the city, we should
e abie to get substantial returns that onglht
to be suflicient to et the interest on the
cost of a new building, That is what we
nught to aim ak.  In the meantime it is not
intended to spend any of this money upon
additional bnildings.

Hon. (. TAYLOR: The vote empowers
the Premier to buy land for building pur-
poses. but the Premier has indieated that
it is not intended to ereet any buildings
just yet. For the purchase of land of
sufficient area for a building in which
to house our (overnment departments,
£40,000 would not be much,

The Premier: Wo, it wounld be only part

nf it. It is not snzgested that it weuld be
sufficient.
Hom. G. TAYLOR : That is what [

thought; it might suftice for the deposit.
T believe in housing all our Government
departments under one roof. The sooner
we =et abont it, the better.

Vote put and passed.

I'ote—State
£3,316:

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
uut new, for it was on the Estimates last
sear. T admirve the Premier’s eourage. Ha
went ahead and did the job he wanted,
and then submitted the estimate of ex-
penditure to Parcliament. It was passed
Iagt year.

The Premier: We have had to earry on,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You cer-
tainly had to take some rigsk. The other
day it was announced by the Minister for
Mines that £31,000 was to be paid to re-
lieve the mining companies of the insur-
ance risk under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act. )

The Premier: Under the third schedule.
Not aceidents, only diseases,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Surely
that will not take €31,000!

The Premier: Yes. that is the £4 10s.
per cent. charge under the third schedule.

Hon, Sir JAMES MTITCHELL: T noticed
that while the Minister =aid it was only

Aeceident  Insurance Ofiice,

1383

for one year, the mining company dircetors
in London thanked the Government for
having undertaken fo pay the premium for
all time. It wns not meant to be for all
time, was 1t9

The Premier: No, ouly for onc year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Premier had to take the visk under the
third schedule, for it iz a cumulative risk,
which the companies could not be expected
to take, The Govermment will have to
accept it. What I have seen of the disease
convinees me there is no escaping responsi-
bility for its atfaeks.

The Premier: We are tryving to put many
of the sulferers out on the land.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We wonld
save a great deal hy geiting them to go
on the land, They cannot stand bard work,
of course, but they could run sheep or
stock, or something of that sort, on small
blocks in the South-West. That would
zive them a chance to make good, and I
should think it a better way of spending
the money than to spend it in the way we
shall have to do under the third schedule.
Certainly the mining companies cannot pay
it. The Minister for Mines said that if
ther had to pay it, it would mean the
closing down of three more mines. It is
a tremendous burden, coming on top of
the aceident risk.

The Premier: Which i3 now well over £3.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no escape for the Government frow pay-
ing the monev, since we have passed the
Aect.

The Premier: T think Parliament will
furnish it this time.

Mr. Mann: King of optimists!

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL : How-
ever, since the Premier will disohey the
law of the land— —

The Premier ;: Having disobeved it, T
must go on disobeving it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose the proper thing to do is to put the
(Government out of office. If the law of
the land is disrezarded by the Government,
out they gzo, as indeed thev should, I want
to strike out this vote, If we do that, the
Tovernment will have no slternative to
resigning. T hope we shall be suececessful.

Hon. G. Tavlor: The Premier had better
rennrt progress.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Tha

Premier was determined to run this insur-
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ance oflice, and he went ou spending State
woney without appropriation. Last year
he got sppropriation for the payment of
salaries and expenses, but po authority to
charge up losses or to make payments to
those who insured with the Government.

The Yremier: We have not made any
lusses at all, so far.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You bave
been in the fortunate position of being
able to make people pay sullicient to cover
all losses. It is a pity that we have to
consider this vote in view of the fact that
J’arhament has said there shall be ne State
msurance office. The Premier has not
appointed a manager; he has asked the
Ciovernment Actnary o teke charge of the
department temporarily, so I conclude he
15 expecting the measure to be defeated.
I protest, as I did last year, agsinst this
division appearing on the Estimates, be-
cause I disapprove of the CGovernmen:
establishing an ingsuranee office without the
authority of Parliament. The fnet that
we have a Bill before ws providing for
State insurance does not justify the Gov-
ermmnent in inclnding this division in the
Fistimates.

Tlon. G. TAYT.OR: Apparently the Pre-
mier has no aliernative to making provision
for the State Insurance Office, notwith-
standing that Parliament rejected his Bill
tast year. Anywhere in Aunstralian polities
some years ago if would have heen re-
gsarded as reprehensible for any Govern-
ment to spend momey in defiance of the
devision of Parliament. Parliament disenssed
the matter at great length anid vejected the
Rill, and for the Government to go on in-
eurring the expenditure—

The Premier: Tt should not have been
rejected.

Mr. Withers: That was the weakness of
the whole position.

Hon. (+. TAYLOR: I supported the Gov-
ernment in their endeavour to legalise the
transaction, but if there were a vote on
the principle involved, I should be against
the (Government. The Government are not
doing the right thing, and Parliament
should not support a QGovernment who
spend money in defiance of Parliament.
After we had passed a law making insur-
ance compulsory and when the private
companies would not accept the risk, it
was the duty of the Government to make
provision. When the Bill was rejected the
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Premier still had to carry on. Btill it 13
not right to support the Government's
action. If the Committee struek ont the

“ilem, the Uovernment would have to resign.

Mr. Kenneally: That would be very bad
for Western Australia.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I hope the Govern-
ment will get sullicient authority this ses-
sion to cover these items and make provi-
sion for the cases wentioned in the Third
Schedule of the Workers' Compensation Act
for which the private companies wonld not
cater. Still, I resent the action of the Gov-
ernment in spending money against the
wishes of Parliament. It is unconstitutional
and shonld not be tolerated.

Mr. DAVY: If this division be passed
there is no reuson why the Government
should bother about getting a Bill through
Parliament to authorise State insurance. I
do not krow why tke Premier should have
brought down the Bill.

Mr. Kenueally: To give you a chance to
do the right thing by the Government.

Mr. DAVY: I do not know what the bon.
member means; I never can quite under-
stand the ineaning of his interjections, The
Premier has always impressed me as being
one who believes in constitutional govern-
ment. He brought down a Bill asking for
authority to do a certain thing, and the Biil
was vejected, Now he is asking Parliament
to authorise him to carvy on the work. He
has the necessary support to carry the vote,
and if his State Insurance Bill does not
becoma law, 1 suppose next year we shall tind
a similar item on the Hstimates again, and
s0 an indefinitely.

Hon. G, Taylor: He is not going to be in
office indefinitely.

Mr. DAVY: Well, so long as he is there.
T cannot imagine why he should not per-
sist in doing anything he pleases without leg-
islative authority and without bhothering
about passing laws to legalise his action.

The Premier: I have some little anthority
from this House.

Mr. DAVY: But, unfortunately, for the
Premicr on this oceasion, and fortunately on
other occasions, this House has not the final
decision, The laws have to be approved by
both Houses. I have yet to hear the Premier
declare openly that he is prepared to defy the
Constitution,

The Premier: I am not; T am a real con-
stitutionalist.

Mr. DAVY: I helieve the Premier has
always pretended fo be.
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The Premier: I have been driven sgainst
my own wishes and desires into this position.
4 Hou. G, Taylor: You are very sore about

Mr. DAVY: When the position was
created by the Government I said we had
made a supreme mess of compensation for
miners, and the present position proves it
conclusively. We have the delightful spee-
tacle of the Government paying to themselves
the premium due by employers of men sub-
Ject to miner’s disease, in order that the
Government might pay out the compensation
to the men.

The Premier: No, it is legitiniate assist-
ance to the mining industry.

Mr. DAVY: The Premier might call it
that, but what a tangle and what a round-
ahout methed of compensating the men who
are suffering, not in the interests of the pre-
sent mine owners, but in the interests of
mine owners of the past! Why not pay them
out of Consolidated Revenue, instead of tak-
ing the money out of one pocket, putting it
into another, and then paying it to the
miners?

The Premier: It is something that has
acenmulated over a long period, and why
ghould it come out of revenue?

Mr. DAVY: Then where is it to come
from?

The Premier: If it has accumulated over
many years, why should the revenue of this
year meet it?

(I r. Panton took the Chair.)

Mr. DAVY: The Government this year
have paid the premium for the employers.
I suppose it comes from the grant given by
the Federal Government for the year. Wa
bave taken the money out of that grant and
paid it into a Government fund, and now
we take it out of that and distribute it
amongst the miners in the form of eompen-
sation. A more clumsy method of dealing with
the situation it would be hard to imagine.
I do not say that the payment of the pre-
miums is a clumsy matter, merely the method
by which the payments are made. No one
will deny that the situation ought to have
heen foreseen many years ago.

The Premier: The Scaddan Government
tried to meet it 15 years ago, but another
place threw out the Bill.

Mr. DAVY: One is always being met
with the statement that snech and such a
thing onght to have been done 20 years ago.
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We cannot vote in favour of this sum. Par-
liament has once refused to sanetion the es-
tablishment of a State lnsurance Olfice, and
another attempt is being made to legalise it
by a second Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in discussing proposed legisla- .
tion under this vote.

Mr. DAVY: There is & Bill before Par-
liament to legalise this act of the Govern-
ment,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in diseussing the matter under
this vote,

Mr. DAVY: IL wonld be an extraordinary
thing if this side of the House voted in
favour of this expenditure.

The CHAIRMAN: If members were al-
lowed to discuss legislation on these Histi-
-nates, they would soon find themselves deal-
mg with the State Insurance Bill.

Mr. DAVY: How can we vote money for
an illegal purpose?

The PREMIER: T do not wish to eover
the ground that was covered last year, If
I veplied fuliy to members I should be com-
pelled to traverse the history of the estab-
lishment of this office. We had te bring
down the wvote this year. I regreb
that another place did mot give its
approval to the Bill that was brought down
last vear. Had it done so it wonld have
avoided any semblanee of illegality which
may appeur in connection with this par-
tienlar vote, The amount appeared on the
Fstimates last vear in anticipation of the
passing of the Bill then, and if appears
this vear in anticipation of the passing of
the second Bill.

Mr. Mann: Will this be the last occa-
sion?

The PREMIER: I hope and believe so.
Surely another place will realise the true
position! T hope this will be the last time
members will have to complain about the
legality of the position.

Mr. ANGELO: I wish to raise a point
of order. Under the Constitution Act, 1889,
Section 72 sets out that “after and subjeet
to the charges hereinbefore mentioned all
the Consolidated Revenne ¥und shall be
appropriated to such purposes as any Act
of the Legislature shall preseribe.”  Can
you, Mr. Chairman, under the Constitution
Act, nllow this vote to be put to the House?

The CHAIRMAN: My fonction is to ad-
minister the Standing Orders of the House
and not the Constitution of the State, which
is a matter for the Crown Law Department,
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The Premier: Take it to the High Court.

Mr. SAMPSON: In view of the remarks
that have been made, will it be possible to
defer consideration of this vote until the
Aunditor General’s report has been received?

The Premier: That has ne bearing upon
it. The Auditor General deals with the ae-
connts,

Mr., SAMPSON: Is he not coneerned
with the propriety or legality of this pro-
ceeding ¢

The Premier: The legality of it bas no-
thing to do with the Aunditor General.

Mr. SAMPSON: T hoped for some relief
from that quarter. Have I your assurance,
Mr. Chairman, that it is in order?

The CHAIRMAN: I am not here in the
eapacity of a legal adviser, but to admin-
ister the Standing Orders.

Mr. SAMPSON: In view of the Premier’s
explanation T shall not pursue the subjeet.

Vote put, and & division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .- 16
Noes e .. .o 12
Majority for .. 4
AYESB.
Mr. Chasson Mr. Lamond
Mr. Colller Mr. Marshsll
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munais
Mr. Coverley Mr. Rowe
Mre, Heron Mr. A. Wanasbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Wlillcoek
Mr. Keanedy Mr. Withers
Mr. Lambert Mr, Wilson
(Teiler.)
NoBs.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Latham
Mr. Barpard Mr, Liodsay
Mr. Brown Mr. Mann
Mr. Davy Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Griffitha Mr, North
(Teller.)
Pams.
ATYESR. NoEes.
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Teendnle
Mr, Millington Mr. Thomson
Mise Holman Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Sleeman Mr. B. B. Johnston
Mr, McCallum Mr, Stubbs
Mr. Troy Mr. George

Vote thus passed.

Votes—Metropolitan Market Act, 1926,
£500; Commonwealth Grants, £365905—
agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote—Forasts, £23.674:

Mr. SAMPSON: Recenily I brought for-
ward the question of the commercial acacia,
or broad-leaved wattle, which offers oppor-
tunity for esploitation. Has the Premier
discussed the matter with the Conservator
of Forests?

The PREMIER: [ have not yet done so,
but T will do it.

Mr. LAMBERT: What gives one most
concern in connection with this vote is the
sandalwood question. Can the Minister fur-
nish an indication as to how sandalwood
getters are likely to fare during the coming
vear? The distance of hauling now makes
the getting mueh more expensive, and I feel
sure the Government will be reasonably
svimpathetic towards the request that the
amount paid to getters be considerably in-
creased.

The PREMIER: The question of orders
for next year will not be dealt with until
January, and there may not be any orders.
The sandalwood position is now much more
uncertain than it has been for years, I do
not know that next year anything like
this year’s tonnage will be ordered. Sonth
Australia has come into the sandalwood
trade as a keen competitor. Last vear I had
a conference with the South Australian Min-
ister for Forests, and we arrived at an un-
derstanding for this vear’s operalions, and
alco agreed to meet again before the close
of the present year to discuss next year's

" position with a view to {he two States arriv-

ing at an understanding as to output.

Mr. Thomson: Are we and South Augs-
tralin the only States producing sandalwood 2

The PREMIER : Ves; but South Austra-
lia this year prodneed 2,000 tons as against
practically nothing previously. The serious-
ness of Sonth Anstralian competition is there-
fore readily appreciated, partieularly m
view of the limited demand in China, For
the present the question of price cannot be
dealt with.

Mr, CORBOY: T sincerely trust that the
desivableness of looking after prospectors
will not bhe lost sight of. T hope the Pre-
mier will bear in mind that the pulling of
sandalwood is of considerable henefit in
keeping prospectors in the field. If next
vear's ontput is to be restricted, T hope pros-
pectors will reccive as mneh consideration as
ean bhe given them. T.ess harm wounld he
donr if the man who does nothing but pull
sandnlwood were affeeted instead of the
man who nses sandalwood getting as a means
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of keeping himself in the field as a pros-
peetor.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T syinpa-
thise with the Premier in the position that
confronts him. 1t has always been so. Some-
thing happens and then the Premier is ex-
pected to undertake something to provide
against the extra cost to the getter. I do not
know how the Premier will do it. If we
are to preserve our industry at present
prices we shall have to hold off for some
time. T snppose it is the sandalwood frem
South Australia that has hit us so hard.

The Premier: That and the position in
China.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: China
ean toke about 6,000 tonrs only a year.

The Premier: I am not pressing for the
royalty for the time being.

Hon, Siv JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
we shall he able to retain the trade bhecanse
it is invalnable to the prospectors in the
back eountry, Tt is the one legitimate diree-
tion in whieh we could hold the trade against
a decent price. For 50 years we have al-
lowed them to get the timber at a low figure
hefore we secured an inerease.

The Premier: It is so important that
South Aunstralia does not want to compete
with us.

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: We s
not want to lose the trade. I hope the Gov-
ernment will do all they ean to keep it going
hut we eannot be expected to hold timber
on the wharf for an unlimited time.

Mr. Corboy: Nu one would expect that.

Me. LAMBERT: No reference is made
in the Estimates to the work carried on st
the University in connection with tanning
products.

The Premier:
this Vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: Can the Premier indieat.
under which Vote it comes?

The Premier: I eannot sax ofthand.

Mr. LAMBERT: T want to disecuss ona
phase that is of all-importance to the State.

The CHATRMAXN - You cannot diseuss it
under this Vote.

That does not come under

Vote put and passed.

Progress reporied.

-

Mouse adjourned at 11.7 p.m.
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Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 26th October, 1927.

Bills ; Tmﬂué Act Amendment, Asaembly's amend -
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Electorat Act Amendment, Com.
Land Tax and Income Tu Assembly* s Mmsnge
Loan and Inscribed Stock (Sinking Fund), 1B ..
State Children Act. Amendment.. 2R. - 1300
Hoepltala, Com e

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pravers.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
sLssembly’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Assembly now
considered.

In Committee.

Ton. J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. ..
Lovekin in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Strike out all the words after
“hy" in the second line, and insert in lien
thereof “inserting after the word ‘area,’ in
lne seven of paragraph {¢) of Subsection
(2) thereof, the words ‘and the Board con-
trolling Reserve A1720 (the King’s Park).””

Hon. A. LOVEKIN : The amendment sug-
gested by the Legislative Assembly brings
the Bill into line with the original intention.
It was framed in the way suggested by the
Assembly at the outset but. ns the President
knows, in deference to the views of the
Speaker, the Bill was altered to omit the
words, “King’s Park Board” in lieu of which
“Rr";er\e Al 20" —which is King’s Park—
was inserted. The contention of the Speaker
was that the inclusion of the name of the
park in the Bill ercated another authority
and it followed there must be an appropria-
fion of revenue, in which event, he comended,
the Bill enuld net originate in the Legislative
Council. The Speaker was quite wrong,
heeause the provisions of the Traffic Act
specifically set out that the fees to be col-
lected shall be placed to the eredit of a trust
acconnt, so that the money does not go into
Consolidated Revenue at rll. Wiser counsel-
have prevailed app:arently, because the same
sentloman was in the Chair when the As-
sembly passed the third reading of the Bill
in its amended form, and in the form we
ariginally intended. Had the Bill been



